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The statements contained in the following letter relative to the un- 
exampled increase of the attendance upon divine worship on St. Kitts, 
and the urgent necessity of more spacious accommodations are fully 
corroborated by the testimony of Brother Senft, one of our mission- 
aries from that Island, who lately arrived in this country in ill health. 
The stirring appeal to the members of the churches and the friends of 
our missions is herewith submitted, and will no doubt meet witha 
cheerful and generous response. Special donations will be most 
thankfully received and faithfully appropriated to the object stated in 
the letter. [Ep.] 


I. WEST INDIES. 
1, ST. KITTS. 


Basseterre, April 19, 1839. 


Dear Curistian BreTHreNn AND Frienps,—In these important 
times, when we see the rapid increase ofthe kingdom of God, Chris- 
tians cannot forbear believing, that the happy time is drawing 
nigh, in which the prediction will be accomplished: “the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our God and his Christ. 
Dan. vii. 14, 18, 27—Rev. xi. 15.—Whilst we rejoice to see with 
every year Messengers of Christ, braving all the horrors of paganism, 
and planting the ensign of the Cross on newly conquered soil; let us 
not overlook those parts of Christ’s kingdom, which have been partly 
cultivated into a garden of the Lord, and in which many precious 
plants have been reared, and finally transplanted into Paradise above. 
Such valuable gardens are our congregations gathered from a 
the heathen; which must continually be nursed and carefully tended. 
This is particularly required among our Negro congregations in the 
English West India Islands, since their entire emancipation, Aug. 
Ist, 1838. 

The present report of our congregations here in St. Kitts will con- 
vey to our Christian Friends the pleasing intelligence, that the boon 
of bodily freedom has not insinuated into their minds a carelessness 
towards religion, but has rather stimulated them to a greater respect 

Vor. VI.—67 








530 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


of God and his Church; whereby the work of the missionaries has 
greatly increased, not only for their spiritual welfare, but also for their 
bodily concerns. In each of our congregations our people have an 
organized Friendly Society among themselves, of which the stationed 
missionary is the president and treasurer, and as such, receives the 
monthly contributions and remits, for the relief of the sick and infirm. 

By the aid of the British Government, two large school houses 
were built,one at Basseterre, and the other at Bethesds 1. Besides these, 
four other schools are under our care; and yet hundreds of Children 
belonging to our Society are without instruction. At Bethel the want 
of a spacious church is severely felt. All the meetings must be kept 
in the dwelling room, which is not only very disagreeable, but a bar- 
rier to the increase of said congregation, for waut of room. 

At Bethesda, where the church has also become too small, the 
new School house, which is added to the Church, enlarged thereby 
the place of worship ; but not without considerable expense. At Bas- 
seterre the old church will contain about 600 persons, whilst with the 
new people our flock is above 2000 in number. A year ago the 
church would hold all who came on common Sundays; but since we 
keep public service also in the school house, both places are gener- 
ally crowded ; and frequently a third congregation is gathered in our 
yard. Thusthree brethren are employed at once. This is life indeed, 
and very cheering. However pleasing as the sight of this concourse 
of people cuming to the house of God might be, to the mind and eyes 
of our Christian Friends at home, it would become very painful to 
their ears, (particularly musical ones,) to hear the discords occasioned 
by one tune sung in the church, another in the school house, and 
frequently in the yard a third. In the rainy season the third division 
in the yard will ce: ase, 2 and in time of sickness, or want of Missiona- 
ries, also the service inthe school house must discontinue. The space 
between church and school house is about 45 feet, and considering 
that on account of the heat, the windows are open, services kept in 
both places cannot but interfere with each other, yet in this our pre- 
sent exigency, we have but litile hope left us, to build either here in 
Basseterre or in Bethel. for want of means; and the Directors of our 
Missions, who fullyacknowledge the need of more spacious churches 
here in St. Kitts, at the same time lament their inability to defray the 
expenses out of the mission fund, as it is at present. They therefore 
wish us to wait and see, if some of our Christian Friends will step 
forward and kindly assist us with their prayers and substance, and thus 
united with us, build up the Lord’s Zion here in St Kitts. We there- 
fore as Americans turn ourselves first to our native country, and pray 
our Christian countrymen in the words ofthe man of Macedonia: “ come 
over and help us,’ Acts xvi. 9. We call upon the Benevolent Socie- 
ties, who so often with their donations and prayers have sent loaves of 
the living bread to their famishing fellow men, who filled and revived 
thereby, have with gratitude and uplifted hands, implored a blessing 
upon their benefactors from him, who said: “ Blessed are the merci- 
ful, for they shall obiain mercy,” Matth. v.7. We call upon the in- 
dividuals of our American Brethren in Christ, to stengthen our hands 
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by their private and joint prayers to the Lord. We indeed want help 
in every way; our congregations who have in late years suffered 
much for want of sufficient help, in consequence of the death of sever- 
al missionaries, stand increasingly in need in these momentous times 
to be trained and nourished. Here is a place open for young and 
zealous Christians, who wish to devote themselves to the service of the 
Lord, to whom we owe our life and strength. Hundreds of children 
are daily lacking the privileges, which the Christian Churches are 
bound to give. Si. Kiits, though small, is not the least among its sister 
islands, and worth the attention and sympathy of the Chrisiian world ; 
among iis thousands, many are dying for want of instruction ; and oh, 
how painful is it for Missionaries, afier having admonished their peo- 
ple to attend divine worship, when they come, to see, there is no oom 
forthem. Therefore, Dear Chrisiien Brethren, permit us to solicit 
you in the name of thousands of our fellow creatures, yea, in the name 
of our heavenly Master, to relieve us in our present intricate and per- 
plexed situation, detrimental to the cause and glory of Christ and his 
kingdom. Remember, to give unto the Lord is but lending, and shall 
be repaid with interest; even a widow’s mite, given with a cheerful 
heart is accepted, and shall be recompensed, At our three Stations, 
in 1838, there were baptized 7 Adulis, 107 Children; received into 
the Congregations 113; re-admitied to Congregation 141; confirmed 
102; re-admitied tio Holy Communion 41; 99 couples married; de- 
parted this life 59 adults and 41 children. 

Com. Bap. Bap. Chil. Congregation. New people Candidates. Total under 


under \2 years and excluded our care. 
BASSETERRE, 670 402 567 1639 659 2298 
BETHESDA, 455 243 449 1147 698 1846 
BerueEL, 116 52 91 253 107 360 
4503 
Our ee Schools, on an average, are attended by 620 Children. 
Sunday Schools 700. 


Among such numbers of old and young it cannot otherwise be ex- 
pected, than that the patience of the Missionaries is frequently and 
— tried; but we may say, most of them cheerfully submit to our 
Church discipline, and by the means of its privileges are by degrees 
brought in earnest to seek the “ one thing needful,” and God be praised, 
we have many, who by their conduct prove, that they are children of 
God; and faithful followers of Jesus Christ. 

Among these is an old communicant Sister, who formerly saw 
better days; had travelled with her master’s children in her charge 
to England and America ; and as a helper Sister in our Society was 
very active in visiting our people throughout the Island. In those 
her walks she had the misfortune to break her leg, which was not 
properly set, and thereby became a continual sufferer of increasing 
pain, which for several years has confined her to her room. Since 
the death of her mastcr and mistress, she is entirely Jeft to the charity 
of the Brethren and Sisters of the Church ; but many a day she has 
not had a morsel of food, yet is she one of the most happy and cheer- 
ful Christians. Instead of complaining, her language is constantly : 
“ My Saviour is my portion; Iam not worthy of all he has done for 


532 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


me;” &c. She now receives some relief from the Friendly Society. 
Another old Communicant Sister, one of the first who joined our 
church in the commencement of our Mission in this Island 1777, can 
relate, how they then were persecuted ; and when assembled for their 
meetings, hired miscreants, pelted the house with stones and rotten 
eggs ; some of whom in future time became themselves converts, 
begged Brother Gottwald to pardon them, and joined the Society. 
Thus with much patience, our forefathers persevered in the arduous 
work of establishing this Mission here in St. Kitts; and by Divine 
grace not only conquered all opposition and obstruction in its way, but 
were instrements in the hands of the Lord to save thousands from 
eternal misery. Hosts of them are now gathered around the throne 
of glory in heaven, praising Him who sitteth thereon “God and the 
Lamb,” This great work, which is so noble, yea divine,—the gath- 
ering in for the travail of his soul, the Lord has committed unto us, 
yea, to his whole Church ; all are to pray: “ Thy kingdom come ;” 
thousands are to be saved even in this small Island; therefore, O ye 
Christians at home, we beg you to come forward, assist us; or else 
the net must break, and we lose the spoil ; whilst others more faithful 
than we, be.called to gather and take in; for God’s command shall 
and will be done. “Blessed are they, whom our Lord cometh, 
he shall find so doing.” Matth. xxiv. 16. 

P. RicKsEcKER. 

L. F. Orerter. 

B. RicksEcKER. 





(From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.) 


We have received the affecting intelligence of the departure of 
Brother Mohne, of the Antigua Mission, after a short but useful ser- 
vice of nearly six years in that fruitful field. During the progress of 
his disorder, which was of a consumptive character, and especially 
in the prospect of his approaching change, he gave abundant evidence 
that his faith and hope. were fixed on Jesus, and that he was well pre- 
pared to meet the,last summons. The mission conference in Anti- 
gua, already reduced by this bereavement, will be yet further weak. 
ened by the temporary absence of Brother and Sister Harvey, who 
are expected to leave the island in the begining of March, having ob- 
tained permission to visit England for the restoration of their health. 
May the Lord strengthen and support his servants, and send help in 
his own time ! 

The accounts received from the other Islands, are, on the 
—— of an encouraging nature, as will appear from the subjoined 
etters. 


2. EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF BASSETERRE, FOR 1837. 


June 15th. Brother Ellis arrived, with his wife, from Barbadoes, 
being commissioned to hold a visitation in this Mission. After a 
examined into the state of the congregations at Bethesda and Bethel, 
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Brother Ellis returned to Basseterre, July 5th, and took temporary 
charge ofthe negro flock at this place. ‘I'he same evening, Brother 
and Sister Roemer set out for Bethel, where they will, for the present, 
be stationed, and Brother and Sister Oerter for Bethesda. 

August 2nd. The weather was so stormy, that, in the early hours 

of the day, we greatly feared a hurricane was at hand; but, though 
the shipping suffered much, two London vessels being wrecked, we 
were mercifully protected, and no material injury was sustained by 
any of our buildings. 

In the course of this week, we spoke with the new people and ex- 
cluded. Many expressed themselves very thankful to the Lord for 
His gracious protection during the violent storms. One said—* The 
Lord shewed His chastening rod ; but, when He was Teady to use it, 
He in mercy withdrew it, though we fully deserved it” 

21st. Brother Muntzer visited at Fancy and Millikens. On the 
former estate, the old helper, Sister F ranky, had been ill for a consid- 
erable time. She related that she was much better, when the late 
storm blew the roof from her house; and, not being able to get 
to any other shelter, she had to remain exposed to the wind and rain, 
which occasioned a relapse. _ She expressed herself quite resigned to 
the will of the Lord. 

On Milliken’s, the old and infirm expressed themselves very thank- 
ful to see one of their teachers, and to receive some spiritual consola- 
tion. One brother was much afflicted with the scurvy; but he ap- 
peared to have a deep impression of the love of Jesus in his heart. It 
was a great comfort to him, that he could read; and, not being able 
to work, he can be of use to others, who assemble to hear him read 
the New Testament. Brother Mintzer gave him some tracts, for 
which he was very thankful. 

27th. We partook of the Holy Communion with the windward di- 
vision of our congregation. -We have found it necessary to divide the 
numbers, as they are too large for our church to acc ommodate all at the 
same time: 260 were present with us on this occasion. 

From the 11¢h to the 16th of September, we spoke with our bapti- 
zed and communicant candidates from the leeward division; and the 
following week with the communicants of the same. With many of 
them, we had very pleasing conversations concerning their spiritual 
state. One brother said—‘* The more I advance in years, the greater 
sinner I become in my owneyes. I feel daily more, how much I 
stand in need of a Saviour, who alone is able to pardon, and to 
cleanse me in the fountain of His blood.” An old widow sister, about 
70, said—* Though I have neither father, nor mother, nor children, 
yet my dear Saviour always provides for me, and I have but seldom 
to go to bed without food. Last night, I had none; but thanks be to 
my Heavenly Father, to-day He has already given’ me some bread.” 
We found the Scripture verified i in its full sense :—* Godliness with 
contentment is great gain.” 

Brother Ellis visited, on West farm,some sick persons; and Brother 
Mantzer, in town, the communicant sister, Lucy Stephens, who suffers 
severely from erysipelas, For more than three months she has been 
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unable to move from the spot; but she bears the most violent pains 
with patience and resignation to the will of the Lord. 

In the course of the week, we spoke with.the new people, candi- 
dates, and excluded. Among the mixed multitude, who generally 
appear at this speaking, we still have the hope, that many will become 
true followers of the Lamb, and faiuhful members of Hischurch. Not 
a few of the excluded deeply regretted their past conduct, and humbly 
besought the Lord to pardon them, and to permit them to be re-united 
to his church. 

October 23d. Brother Mantzer was seized with a violent attack of 
bilious fever, which confined bim to his bed for a week ; but, through 
the Lord’s blessing on the fuithful medical assisiance he received, he 
was, the next week, so much resiored, that he could begin to at 
tend to his usual duties. 

November 16/h. Brother and Sister Senft arrived from England, 
and were introduced to the negro congregation at the evening service, 

26th. Our church was so crowded, that few could obtain room to 
sit. Atter the vsual services, Brother Miller, who is here on a visit 
from Antigua, was ordained a deacon of the Brethven’s church by 
Brother Ellis. Great attention prevailed during this solemn transac- 
tion, being the first ordination performed in our chorch in this island. 
On the 28¢h, he was joined in holy matrimony to the widow Sister 
Scholefield. 

29th. Brother Mintzer visited the sick on various estates, and 
found many bearing long-continued illness with patience and firm trust 
in the Lord. There wereno sick on Millikens; but, as soon as it 
was known that he was there, the negroes came running with chairs 
and benches to the house of the helper Sister, which was large enough 
to hold many of them. Above 60 assembled there to whom 
Brother Mautzer addressed a diseourse, and then, after singing a hymn 
offered up a prayer commending them all to the love and guidance of 
the good Shepherd. When the estate’s bell rung, their free time at 
noon being over, they went, with a joyful and thankful heart, to their 
duty. 

December 4th. We laid the foundation-stone of odr new school- 
house here, in the presence of a large number of our congregation, 
both from town and country. 

6th. We had an agreeable visit from his Excellency, Governor- 
General Van Scholten, of the Danish Islands. His Excellency was 
very condescending and friendly, and made may inquiries concern- 
ing the working of the emancipation of the negroes. We were glad 
to be able to give him favorable accounts on the subject. 

19¢h. Brother and Sister Mintzer removed to Bethesda. 

24th. The Christmas-festival proved, we have reason to hope, a 
season of blessing toall. The children, in particular, rejoiced at the 
birth of their first-born brother, at a love feast, when many of them 
repeated whole chapters out of the New Testament, or hymns out of 
our hymn-book. We were greatly encouraged at seeing them so far 
advanced in the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make them wise unto salvation—(2 Tim. iii, 14); and we implore 
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the Friend of children, that He may manifest Himself more and more 
to their tender hearts. 

28th. Brother and Sister Oerter arrived here according to appoint- 
ment, Brother and Sister Ellis intending to return to Barbadoes in the 
beginning of next month. 

31st. The preaching was well attended, and, in the evening service, 
we concluded the year with our negro congregation, confessing our 
transgression, praying for forgiveness of all our sins, and that the 
blessings received during the past year may strengthen our faith, and 
love, and hope for the future, 

At the conclusion of the year 1837, our negro congregation consis- 
ted of the following :— 

1,009 baptized and received members, (of whom 664 are commu- 
nieants, and 152 candidates for the Holy Communion); 294 candi- 
dates for reception; 480 baptized children; 414 new people or ex- 
cluded: Total, 2,197. 


L. Oerter, Avec. SENFT. 


FROM BROTHER P. RICKSECKER. 


“ Basseterre, November 26th, 1838. 

“Dear Brotuer,—lI have received your kind Jetiers, dated Aug. 
31st and September 15th, and their contents respecting our schools 
and the training of native teachers were discussed in a conference 
held on the 13ih of November. St. Kitts is not, as yet favored with 
an institution foc the latter purpose; and the conference was of opin- 
ion, that the object may be attained by giving extra instruction toa 
select number of scholars, who seem to us likely to become useful. 
Besides this, we have, in Besseterre, taken a young man and a girl to 
assist in our school, with the view of training them. These, of course, 
we have to maintain. Brother Senft is willing to select some pupils 
from the Bethesda school for the same purpose, and Brother and Sis- 
ter Roemer also give private instruction to their female teacher. At 
Bethel Brother Roemer began with sixteen scholars, which number 
gradually increased to forty eight. At Bethesda, the daily attendance 
on an average, is 130, several other schools being within one mile of 
it. Here, at Basseterre, about 256 attend daily; on paper the num- 
ber is much larger. The Sunday-school, which was of late falling 
off, has again revived. Our new school house has, every Sunday, 
been filled with children and young people. Since the Istof August, 
the estate schools have decreased in numbers, many children now at- 
tending here. The want of materials for sewing has been a great 
barrier to giving our female scholars proper instruction in needle- 
work ; and I have, by letter, begged our American Brethren and Sis- 
ters to send such needful materials, but, not having received any yet, 
I must always apply to good old England to have compassion on us, 
and on the poor girls, whose fingers are pricked and often smart for 
want of thimbles; even needles, thread, &c., are scarce. Reward 
books would be most thankfully received at any time; and anthems, 
particularly those published by your venerable father, would be very. 
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acceptable, for we have nothing of the kind. With the assistance of 
my nephew, I intend to keepa singing school. Many of our mem- 
bers sing very lustily, but in their own rough way, and the children 
are very fond of singing. If we could get some maps for our three 
places, particularly maps of the World, so that we might teach them, 
at least, the outlines of Geography, we should be glad. Concerning 
the expenses of our schools, I find on a rough calculation, that the sal- 
aries for teachers will amount to about 150/. currency. Rooms fit- 
ted up for teachers and other needful articles, writing-desks, casks 
for water to drink, presses for books, &c. will easily double the above 
sum. 
At present we have the following schools in St. Kitts :— 

Schools, Schelars daily atlendonanaverage. Teachers. Asistants, 

At Basseterre, 1 250 2 2 


, : Night Schools. 
In itsneighborhood, 2 


Bethesda, 1 130 
Bethel, Q 48 
Broderson’s 1 28 


“Sunday-schools, in our three stations, may, in their attendance, be 
reckoned similar to the day schools; yesterday we had 275 children 
here, but I wish rather to be below than above the real number in my 
statement. Night schools are also kept once or twice a week at our 
stations. It is still our wish, if possible, to commence a day school 
on Estridge’s estate ; at present we are in want of a teacher. 

“Our new school house here, in town, was consecrated on the 16th 
of October. The morning being very beautiful, all our Brethren and 
Sisters, except Sister Mintzer, arrived here, but the weather soon 
changed, and we had heavy showers of rain till about two o'clock, p. 
m. Nevertheless, above 300 children, several of whom were soaking 
wet, besides a number of adults, came tothe solemnity. The children 
(boys and girls separate) first proceeded, two and two, from the chapel 
to the school house. When all were seated, the verse— From thy 
holy habitation,’ (No. 809), was sung, and a prayer offered up. The 
children were addressed from the words—*Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth.’ Eccl. xii. 1. They then sang 
some concluding verses. Our collection was but small, the rain hav- 
ing, undoubtedly, kept some away, from whom we might have ex- 
pected smal! donations. Our worthy friend and neighbor, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, Sir Henry M’Leod, sent us a donation of twenty 
dollars. After a short interval, the children had a love feast. 

“ For several Sundays, Divine Service was kept in our chapel and 
school-house at the same time, both places being filled with hearers. 
The singing interferes, but we find that our own people come more 
regularly to church, and this encourages us to continue to use both 
places. This shews that the work of our Heavenly Master is still in 
progress, and that many souls seek the Lord in His house of prayer. 
Oh! that they all might seek Him in their closets likewise! Last 
week I was called to visit one of our candidates for the Holy Com- 
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munion, who had met with a seriousaccident. He was driving a cart, 
loaded with sugar, which upset, and a cask of sugar fell on him, and 
brusied him severely; it was wonderful that not a bone was broken. 
He was in very great pain, but declared himself very satisfactorily 
concerning his spiritual state, saying he was resigned to the Lord’s 
will, either for life or death. On the same estate I was taken to a 
young man in adeep decline, who, though baptized as a child by the 
Brethren, could never be persuaded to seek church fellowship. On 
asking him if he knew he had a soul which would never die, he an- 
swered, * Yes, Sir’ ‘And where will your soul go when your body 
dies? He calmly said, ‘To hell.’ * And do you wish to go there?’ 
Oh no, Sir,’ he replied. He was then earnestly entreated to seek the 
mercy of the Saviour, who died to save his soul also, which he prom- 
ised todo. It is surprising to meet with such heathen, who appar- 
ently with great indifference, will tell you ‘they must go to hell.’ 
This leads us, at proper times, to portray the torments of the condem- 
ned in hell, for many have no idea what hell is. Of late yearsa num- 
ber of our people have emigrated to Demerara and Trinidad. Some 
time ago one of our communicants returned, being very sick and 
begged for a visit and a word of comfort. Among other things, ke 
told us, that one shilling here dors him more good than four in Trini- 
dad. He was directed to learn from his own expericnce, that this 
world often promises fair, and yet disappoints ; but that the promises 
of the Gospel are sure to those who believe in Christ our Saviour. 

“Our Missionary family bave hitherto enjoyed tolerable health, ex- 
cept Brother Senft and my dear wife, who are both invalids. 

“The walls of Bethesda school house are now up, and we hope it 
will be ready for us before Easter. We commend ourselves and our 
congregation to your prayers.” 


3. ANTIGUA. 


FROM BROTHER BENNET HARVEY. 


“ St. John’s January 7th, 1839. 


“ Before I enter upon other subjects, I would say a few words about 
dear Brother Mohne, of whose departure, on the 31st of December, I 
have already informed you, in a few hasty lines of the Ist inst. He 
was blessed with a most happy and peaceful removal from this earthly 
state ; insorauch that Sister Mohne, and Brother Miller in particular, 
who were with him at the closing scene, are filled with comfort and 
thankfulness in the remembrance of it. They have declared them- 
selves unable to describe the heavenly aspect which his countenance 
assumed, in his last moments, something beyond what they had ever 
seen or conceived ; and they have dwelt upon the blessed triumph of 
his faith, hope, and j joy, when he exclaimed— The angels are come 
to fetch a poor sinner home to his Redeemer? Ido not yet know 
what are Sister Mohne’s views for the future ; but hope to see her 
this week, and converse with her upon the subject. She will, how- 
ever, remain for the present at Cedar-hall, where her services will be 
Vou. VI—68 
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very much needed during Sister Miller’s expected confinement. 
Brother Miller has a busy post ; but, I am happy and thankful to say, 
he is in good health, and labors ina cheerful spirit. Brother Newby 
will go to his assistance next Sunday, being Communion-day. Sister 
Haugk is fully and actively engaged at Gracebay. All the other 
Brethren and Sisters are well, and, I hope, are doing well. The new 
congregation at Lebanon prospers, and Brother Westerby has abun. 
dant occupation, in attending to the usual duties of the church, the 
school and the congregation. I am particularly pleased with his 
faithful visiting of the old and infirm after the Sunday services, and 
gathering together ‘the halt, the maimed, the lame, the blind,’ in or 
about one of their dwellings, and holding forth to them the word of 
life. The Lord bless his labors, and make such houses to be as 
Bethany, by the blessing of that Gospel which is specially command- 
ed to be preached to the poor. On the 2d of December. the congre- 
gation at Lebanon was duly formed, and amounts to 500 souls, which 
number is still gradually increasing. I was sorry to be unable to at- 
tend on the occasion, being confined to my bed witha fever. The 
school there was opened on the last day of the year with above 70 
children, and they have now above 100. In short I find more and 
more reason to rejoice at the establishment of that post. | thank you 
heartily for your kind attention to my request, that you would en- 
deavor to obtain help to enlarge the schonl house at Cedar-hall, and 
I have informed Brother Miller of it for his encouragement. But now 
comes Gracchill. The schvol house there is so inadequate, that 
Brother Bayne had the cellar floored for the sake of more room ; but 
besides the difficulty of managing a school divided between two places 
Brother Gardin complains, that, in wet weather, and afterwards, the 
cellar is so damp as to be unfit for use, and he is obliged to hold the 
school in the church. If the school room were twice as large as at 
present, it would but barely accommodate the scholars. Brother 
Gardin is continually speaking to me about it, and yesterday told his 
distress to the Mission Conference, but got nothing but pity and good 
wishes. Pray keep the subject in mind, and do what you can for us. 

“ The tidings of the loss of the Arethusa, with our supplies, were 
mournful indeed, and most of all we were disappointed by the failure 
of letters frum our children, after twelve months’ lack of them But 
as we may now hope ere long to see them, we must be content, and 
comfort ourseives with the idea that they have had the pleasure of 


writing.” 
4. BARBADOES. 
FROM BROTHER J. ELLIS. 


“ Bridgetown, January 4th, 1839. 

“ Dear Brotuer,—I believe I informed you, that, after our day- 
school had been in operation about six weeks, we had forty scholars ; 
and I may now add, that, before the end of the year that number 
was doubled. At our Christmas examination, we were glad to find 
that several could read passages of Scripture distinctly, who, on the 
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opening of the school in August, did not know a single letter. The 
rewards we were able to give to these and others, through the kind- 
ness of friends in England, caused much joy; though we should 
have been glad of a few additional small aud useful books, that we 
might have rewarded all who had been exemplary in their conduct. 
The pupils of our Sunday and evening schools, and many of our 
day-scholars, appeared to take a lively share in our hymns of praise 
during the late Christmas seasun, when we met in spirit around the 
manger of our incarnate God. Doubtless, their feeble anthems were 
accepted by Him who perfects praise out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings. Nor have we been left without encouraging proofs, that 
our adult members have, in the spirit of Anna of old, given thanks 
to our Triune God for the inexpressible blessings and beuefits re- 
dounding to us through the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
public services were, last year, numerously attended; and we felt 
much satisfaction on learning that none of our members had, during 
the Christmas season, allowed themselves to join in any unhallowed 
or licentious festivities. Our solemn meeting for concluding the 
year was also numerously attended ; and, for the first time, a con- 
siderable number assembled for public worship on New Year’s day, 
and appeared to be desirous of dedicating themselves anew to that 
Lord who redeemed them. 

“You will be glad to learn that we are collecting and preparing 
materials for the chapel-school at Clifton Hill. We propose a stone 
building 50 feet by 26, and intend soon to lay the foundation. 

“Our Brethren and Sisters at Sharon and Mount-Tabor, are, like 
ourselves, in the enjoyment of good health. I fear I shall not be 
able to add Brother Zippel’s statement of the Mount-Tabor congre- 
gation, as I find that the mail is closed sooner than either he or I 
expected, but I will send it by the first opportunity. For the same 
reason, I must finish rather abruptly; not, however, forgetting to 
express my hope, that, according to your wish, the grant for Bridge. 
town will also cover the expense at Clifton Hill, perhaps within 302. 
or 40/. ; and, at the same time, to state, that the Bannatyne school. 
house will require, at least, 250/. or 300/. sterling, to complete it. 

“The following is a statement of the principal changes in our 
congregations, at Sharon and Bridgetown, during the past year, and 
their numbers at its close :— 

Occurrences in the Numerical amount 
the year 1838. Dec. 1838. 


Sharon. Bridgetown. Sharon. Bridgetown. 
Communicarts, 7 20 566 38 
Baptized adults, 257 32 917 69 
Children baptized, 265 8 752 50 
Candidates for baptism or reception, 498 47 
Excluded or under discipline, 54 3 54 3 
Departed this life, 89 3 
Married (couples), 62 15 
New people, 218 


Total, 3005 
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5. TOBAGO. 
FROM BROTHER JOHN .COATES. 


“ Montgomery, November 22d, 1838, 


“Dear Brotuer,—The work of the Lord, in this island, is on the 
increase, though many and great have been the changes which have 
taken place since the Ist of August ; some of them of a rather dis. 
couraging nature. Many of our adult Sunday scholars, for example, 
after they had received their entire freedom, went to live in other 
parts of the island. This has considerably reduced the numbers in 
our Sunday schools, the average attendance of which used to be 240; 
now we have only 140, though many, who have removed several 
miles from us, sti come as often as they can. These are peculiar 
times in which we live. How can it be expected, that a race of 
men so long held in bondage, should, on their receiving entire free- 
dum, at once become all that their employers could wish them to be! 
They are now free men, and proud enough they are of it, and will 
not bend in the least to their superiors. Surely, our late Brother 
Light’s experience was never more needed than it has been since 
the Ist of August. The building of the church here is a source of 
great anxiety to me, as it was left in an unfinished state at his death, 
Since that time, the carpenter engaged to superintend the work, has 
had a dangerous illness, and he is now often called off to attend to 
his proper business as an engineer. We hope, however, to see it 
finished in a few weeks. Every Sunday we regret that we cannot 
make use of it ; for though the attendance at our public services has 
always been good, yet, since the Ist of August, we have had crowd. 
ed auditories. 1 may also add, that I have never, at any time, knowa 
so many applications to become members of our church, either by 
baptism or reception, as we have had during the last two months, 
We are thankful, when those baptized in other churches request to 
become members of ours, because too many who seek for baptism, 
though they seem to be in earnest till they have gained their object, 
gradually cease to attend the ordinances of the Lord’s house. 

“ Yesterday, the 18th, being prayer-day, our large school-house was 
crowded to excess ; and, after the service, a young man, who has 
long been a candidate, was baptized. In the congregation-meeting 
three men and four women were received into our church. They 
had all been baptized many years ago, and they have been regular 
attendants at Montgomery for five or six years. 

“ At our out-posts, we have, generally, large auditories. Of late 
they have been numerous at Indian-Walk, and many are requesting 
to be baptized. The building of the school-house.is not yet com. 
menced ; but, on the 4th of October, Brother Heath went with Mr. 
Hamilton to choose a suitable spot of ground for its erection. Mr. 
Hamilton is very desirous, that we should build as near as possible 
to Woodlands, and the only level piece of ground we could find in 
this central part of the 1sland, is about an equal distance from Indian- 
Walk and the Woodland negro-houses. The spot is not yet cleared 


“ 
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for building ; and, indeed, we fear that we shall not be able to get 
any masons till next year, as they are all employed in altering most 
of the sugar-boilers according to the Demerara invention. 

“Tam thankful to say, that, through the Lord’s mercy, we are all 
enjoying tolerable health. The weather has been, of late, very un- 
settled, with very heavy rains; and the doctors feared that another 
sickly season was before us. Dr. Hope, who so faithfully attended 
our dear Brother and Sister Light, was brought very low by the pre- 
vailing fever, and thought himself that he was near his end, but, I 
am thankful to say, that he is recovering.” 









6. DEMERARA, 
FROM BROTHER A. 































HAMAN. 


“ Anna Regina, October 31st, 1838. 

“ Dear Brotrer,—The contents of your last letter convinced 
us of your anxious solicitude for the prosperity of the renewed 
work of the Lord in this place, and of your affectionate partici- 
pation in our personal welfare ; for both of which accept our sincere 
acknowledgments. 

“We desire to return our cordial thanks for the valuable supply 
of Periodical Accounts, &c., from which we do not neglect to com- 
municate to our people intelligence relative to the extension of our 
Redeemer’s kingdom in other parts of the earth, which excites in 
them a holy emulation. A Sister remarked—‘ How zealously are 
Christians every where engaged in the good cause! and we, what 
are we duing? How much better are others than we!’ 

“The apprinticeship was here, also, brought to an unexpected 
close, by a majority of votes in the Court of Policy. The Ist of 
August was, accordingly, appointed by our new governor, H. Light, 
to be observed, throughout the province, as a day of thanksgiving to 
Almighty God ; and orders were given, that, in every church, chapel, 
and building used for worship, two appropriate sermons should be 
delivered. Hence, the hall of our house, dedicated to the service of 
the Lord, was opened, and filled to overflowing by an attentive con- 
gregation, who were exhorted to show gratitude to the Giver of all 
good gifts; to approve themselves deserving of the boon granted 
them through the medium of their gracious sovereign, and their 
benefactors at home and in this colony, and to suffer themselves to be 
led by the word and spirit of Christ, in the fulfilment of their allotted 
dutics, As a means of excitement to gratitude to God, we chose 103d 
Psalm, The day was spent here, and throughout the colony, in quiet. 
ness and devotion, without any external signs of festivity. The follow. 
ing day, however, no work was done on this coast, as the rate of wages 
could not be agreed upon. We were not remiss in encouraging 
our people to come to reasonable terms, but were informed by them, 
that the negroes on all the surrounding estates looked up to those of 
the Anna Regina to fix the rate of wages, and threatened vengeance 
if they should consent to low terms. The personal appearance of 
the governor, on the following Monday, induced the negroes to labor 
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on the terms offered, till the absent proprietors could form their own 
contracts with them. Our church members are multiplying, and, I 
trust, also growing in grace, and walking consistently with their 
profession. During this year, seven persons have been confirmed 
and became partakers of the Holy Communion; ten received into 
the congregation; seven adults and twenty-six infants have been 
baptized, and eleven added to the class of candidates. Our class of 
new people is not sensibly increasing, but we hope that many will, at 
length, see the benefit. of our church discipline, which they, at pres- 
ent, deem too strict. Only fifteen couples have been joined in holy 
matrimony last year. Too many cannot be prevailed upon to be 
married, for reasons unknown to us; and others are so entangled in 
sin, as to be unable, apparently to extricate themselves. Such indi- 
viduals we can only commend to the mercy of God, and the power 
of his grace. 

“Only one of the coolies has departed this life here since the ar- 
rival of the colony from India. On other estates, 1 am informed, the 
mortality has been very great. The remainder ordinarily enjoy a 
good state of health. There is one Brahmin among them, who 
appears to be highly esteemed by all, though but a youth, as we 
observed, on distributing several primers among them, which were 
immediately returned, on his showing signs of disapprobation. They 
seldom attend Divine service, not understanding the English lan. 
guage. On this account we find it almost impossible to converse 
with them about the salvation of their souls. When visiting some 
of them in the hospital, and endeavoring to speak to them of the 
redemption of man by Jesus Christ, of death, and the resurrection, I 
have thought they were no new subjects to them, and that they were 
ready to listen to the invitations of grace. 

“Tam sorry to say, that the climate here does not seem to agree 
with Sister Haman’s health as well as that of Jamaica. Remember 
us at our solitary post, in your approaches to the throne of grace.” 


7. JAMAICA. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER JACOB ZORN. 


“ Fairfield, November 6th, 1838. 

“Dear Broruer,—In these interesting times you are naturally 
very anxious to know how the great experiment of emancipation is 
working. Those who possess any knowledge of human nature, and 
are not led away by an over sanguine disposition, will not expect that 
even under the most favorable circumstances, the transition from 
slavery to freedom, could be accomplished without any jarring in the 
frame-work of society. But if the obstruction, to the working of the 
new system raised by the perverseness or ignorance of some in eith- 
er class, be considered, no wonder that we cannot report that the cur- 
rent of our island affairs is flowing as smoothly as formerly. So 
much, I think, facts will bear me out in asserting, that the great 
change has been accomplished as easily and favorably as could rea- 
sonably have been expected. In our parish of Manchester, several 


- 
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trading gentleman have acted on such sound and liberal views, as 
greatly to influence the whole community, and to help to bring mat- 
ters into a hopeful way. The majority of the negroes are now, [ 
think, regularly at work, and beginning to feel their responsibilities 
as freemen. ‘Those who are not conversant with slavery, can hard. 
ly imagine with what force their new liabilities have pressed on the 
minds of the negro! Rent for house and ground, &c., doctor’s bills, 
are charges so entirely new to them as to be almost overwhelming 
to their feelings ; besides the increased expense they must be at for 
clothing and salt provisions. However, they will soon become ac- 
customed to this, and find their necessary expenses a spur to industry. 
Taking all together, we have no reason to despair. The negroes 
have been easily misled, as to the amount of advantages likely to ac- 
crue to them from freedom; they have foolishly believed, that they 
would be exempted from rent, &c., but they have shewn no signs of 
malice or hostility, even to those who have oppressed them ; but a 
disposition to forget past grievances, and to begin afresh. Their at- 
tention to their religious duties is in no way diminished ; the sanctu- 
ary continues to be thronged with attentive hearers, and the schools 
are more numerously attended than before. True, traces of worldly 
mindedness are manifest, and the cares and anxieties of life seem to 
be engrossing more of their time and thoughts; but we hope that 
these are only the unavoidable consequences of their present agita- 
tion, and that our congregations will not eventually suffer in spiritu. 
ality from these causes. Unite your prayers with ours that this may 
be the case. 

“On the other hand, we have some tokens for good. The atten. 
dance at the Monthly Prayer meeting for the spread of the Gospel, is 
much greater than formerly, and the interest in behalf of the heathen 
world is becoming more lively. Yesterday, (Monday evening), we 
had a pleasant season with about 200 persons, who met for the pur- 
pose of prayer and intercession ; the service being enlivened by the 
cheerful voices of the Refuge school girls, joining in the 96th Psalm, 
and in Bishop Heber’s well known hymn, ‘From Greenland’s icy 
mounteins,’ &c. These services also keep alive a feeling of commis- 
eration for benighted Africa, where, we trust, in progress of years, 
her sable descendants will proclaim the everlasting Gosvel! This 
must, however, be a work of time, though we are working towards 
that object. Britain must, in the meantime, put a stop to the inhu. 
man slave trade, and thus clear away one obstacle in the way of black 
preachers. 

“ At the close of the year, I hope I shall be able to lay before you 
the accounts of six of the ten school houses we have been erecting in 
Jamaica ; the other four will have to be completed in 1839. 

“ Last Saturday, the Manchester savings’ bank was open to receive 
deposits ; I was glad to see the negroes, on the first day, deposit up- 
wards of 200/. currency ; this looks well.—The money is principal- 
ly from the district of two gentlemen, who are trustees of the bank, 
and in whom the negroes place confidence. The money is to be 


— in the receiver-general’s chest, and 33 per cent. interest al- 
owed.” 
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“ Fairfield, November 20th, 1838. 


“You will long ago have learnt that your letter of condolence to 
Sister Light was too late. Our late Brother and Sister Light were 
much respected among us ; his character as ‘a father’ was such as 
you draw of him, and the loss of both will indeed be severely felt, 
and loug deplored ; but ‘it is the Lord,’ and we must put our hands 
to our mouths. O that those Brethren who have been longest in 
missionary service, may assume something of our dear Brother’s 
fatherly character, and that the younger may learn of them !” 


“ December 12th, 1838. 

“T hope you will not forget to send me your brother’s report on 
the state of education in the other Islands. A gentleman betonging 
to the committee of the Church Missionary Society observed to me 
the other day, ‘I regret that Mr. La Trobe, from an over-anxiety, I 
presume, not to shew undue partiality, has reported your labors in 
education, considerably below their real value. His statistics are 
correct; but a person in England looking over the reports, would not 
receive a due impression of the moral and religious influence of your 
labors in education.” I merely mention this, lest you or any one 
else should-think our statements overcharged. 

“ Amidst the excitement and agitation of various kinds which still 
prevail around us, we are thankful that our labors are uninterrup- 
ted, and continue to be blessed by our Lord. Who are we, that the 
Lord should thus deal with us! When looking at the imperfection of 
our services, we are for a moment, inclined to wonder at the results, 
till we remember, that ‘ we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.’ During 
Brother Prince’s absence, Brother Blandford has been at some out- 
every Sunday, and we have, consequently, had no out-of-door 
ecturer here. We, therefore, devoted the chapel and school room 
to the adults exclusively, and the children were engaged in the Fe- 
male Refuge Building by Sister Zorn or Sister Walker, in answering 
questions on the Scriptures or the Catechism, singing, &c. Though 
we have thus gained considerable space in our chapel, there is still no 
room. During the late months, I have been interested in the follow- 
ing out more fully our home regulations, respecting the division of 
the congregation into different sections according to age, sex, or sta- 
tion. Some weeks after the married members of our congregation 
had enjoyed, we trust, useful and blessed days, we met all the widows 
of the church, most of them aged mothers in Israel. In this venera- 
ble assembly we felt much interested ; and they seemed to rejoice in 
God their Saviour, and appeared peculiarly delighted with the rich and 
abundant promises, which our gracious Lord has left them in His holy 
word. They were exhorted to be ‘in behavior as beecometh Loliness,’ 
and a pattern to younger believers. Upwards of 100 were present. 
Last Sunday we had an interresting meeting with all the young unmar- 
ried females of the congregation, which we hope will tend to strengthen 
virtuous resolutions, and lead them more and more to ‘adorn the 


doctrine of God our Saviour in all things,’ by a holy and consistent 
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life. Inthe low state of morality in these islands, it was a source of 
satisfaction to us, to find, that as many as eighty-four young females 
of our congregation, between thirteen and twenty years of age, came 
to my wife for private conversation, with recommendatory tickets 
from the helper Sisters in the different propertics, as such whose 
characters were without stain. They were selected from the whole 
number who attend our Church, new people and ull. There is, no 
doubt, a considerable improvement in the morality of the young, 
compared with the state of things ten years ago; though the im- 
provement is neither so general nor so rapid as could be wished. 
Freedom will, I think, though it tends to excite new passions, such 
as covetousness, love of litigation, &c., assist in forming better habits 
among the young people, inasmuch as character must become of in- 
creasing value. 

“ Brother Scholefield’s health, I am sorry to say, appears notto rally. 
He suffers from general debility ; and the doctors say, that nothing 
but a trip to England will restore him.” 


“ January 15th, 1839. 


“T hope, ere long, to furnish you with complete accounts of the 
following school houses. Fairfield, Bethany, Beaufort, New Fulneck, 
and Nazareth. The rest must be keptback; the buildings being still 
unfinished. Irefer to those at Irwin-hill, Parker’s Bay, The Savanna, 
New Eden, New Bethlehem. 

“T have just received a circular from the King’s house respecting 
our schools. A copy of this document when prepared, shall be sent 
to you, as was the case two years ago. 

“You appear rather anxious about the establishment at the Savan. 
na. As achapel school is already built, the expense need not be 
very heavy, and as we have already held out hopes to the people for 
three or four years, it really seems as if we must go on, and for sev- 
eral reasons, now is the right time. However, if you do not seud 
us additional laborers we cannot. 

“With the exception of Brother Scholefield, whose health, I am 
concerned to say, has for some time been in a declining state, the 
Brethren and Sisters at the different stations, are, by the , mer- 
cy, tolerably well, and active in their several callings. 

“ Remember us and our negro flocks in your prayers.” 


{From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.]" 

MEMOIR OF BROTHER FRANCIS EDER, MISSIONARY IN THE DANISH 
WEST INDIES, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE AT EMMAUS, IN ST. JAN, 
NOVEMBER 18TH, 1836. 

{ Written by Himself.) 

I was born April 26th, 1798, at Wolfsegg, near Lintz, in Austria. 
My recollections of my pareuts are but scanty ; yet, I well remem. 
ber, that they brought me up, according to the best of their know. 


lodge in their own religion, whieh was the Roman Catholic ; trained 
ot. IV. 69 
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me to regular habits of prayer; and endeavored carefully to screen 
me from the temptations of the world. Before I was seven years 
old, I had to learn what it is to be an orphan—both my father and 
mother being taken from me within three weeks of each other. 

Being the youngest of their five surviving children, (they had had 11 
in all), 1 was the greatest sufferer by this bereavement. It seemed 
to me quite impossible to live without my parents, and especially 
without my dear mother; and it was my constant prayer to God, 

that He would speedily take me to Himself. My mother had, for 
many years, suffered much from a bad leg, which was often ex- 
tremely painful; but, shortly before her end, she appeared to be per- 
fectly rid of this complaint,—the malady probably falling upon the 
more vital parts. I was lying ill of a fever at this time; and, my 
speedy departure being expected, extreme unction was imparted to 
me, after the custom of the Romish Church. My mother came to 
my bed-side, and, almost bathing me with her tears, took farewell of 
me with indescribable tenderness, clasping me in her arms in a long 
and last embrace. I strove to comfort her, as well as I could, natu- 
rally supposing, that it was my illness which so troubled her. But 
she had, doubtless, some foreboding of her own approaching end ; 
and her maternal heart was overwhelmed by the thought of leaving 
me behind. “My poor child,” she said, “keep God constantly in 
mind ; set Him before your eyes; and never forget to pray to Him! 
So doing, it shall be well with you. I, too, will not cease to pray 
for you to our Saviour.” With these words, my beloved mother 
left me, to see me no more, till we shall meet together in joy before 
His throne. Within an hour after this incident, she was suddenly 
called hence, probably by a stroke of apoplexy. My dear father, 
who deeply felt this unexpected blow, now fell sick, and, as already 
mentioned, followed my mother into eternity in three weeks. My 
mother’s sister, who lived with us, and was very fond of us children, 
likewise departed, in a happy manner, about the same time. 

My two sisters and myself were now left in a very destitute condition. 
My second brother married, and took my father’s house and busi- 
ness; but he was too much engaged in his own conterns to bestow 
any great attention on us. My eldest brother, who had entered a 
monastery with the view of taking holy orders, likewise withdrew 
his support from me. Besides these discouraging cireumstances, 
the master of the school to which I was sent was exceedingly severe, 
and treated me in a most unmerciful manner. I became quite dis- 
pirited, and every thing in the world was alike indifferent to me. 
My only happy moments were those which I could spend at church, 
or in childhke prayer to God. I also prayed fervently to the Virgin 
Mary, bewailing the desolate situation of myself and my sisters. 
My Saviour, though He was then an unknown God to me, pitied me 
in my distress, heard my feeble cry, and helped me through all my 
various difficulties. Thus the years of my childhood passed heavily 
on, till the time approached when my future calling was to be de- 
cided. I had pleased myself with the fond idea of studying theology, 
dike my eldest brother ; and several trivial incidents had strengthen. 


- 
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ed this inclination. There was an oratory near our house, where a 
litany was prayed every evening. A numerous company attended, 
to whom I acted as precentor. It also devolved on me to light the 
tapers which were burnt every evening before the saints ; and, as a 
chorister, I had assisted in performing mass at church. The ac- 
complishment of my favorite wish, was however quite out of the 
question under existing circumstances ; and | had to make my choice 
of a trade, without having a proper idea of any one. From fixing 
vn any of the more eligible ones, | was precluded by the weakness 
of my constitution. I was, at length, bound apprentice to a soap. 
boiler, which had, at least, this one recommendation to me, that it 
terminated my residence with my brother, who evidently considered 
me a burden. I exerted myself, at first, above my strength, being 
eager to acquit myself creditably during the term of trial, which was 
somewhat long. Through the help of my faithful Saviour, which I 
sought diligently in prayer, mindful of my mother’s parting exhorta- 
tion, my endeavors were successful ; and I had the pleasure to see 
myself possessed of the love and confidence of my master. 

On the termination of my apprenticeship, in 1818, I was not in- 
clined to continue any longer with my worthy employer; for the 
world, with its pleasures, had begun to attract me, and I felt the re- 
straint of my present situation irksome. I got employment in a 
large concern at Lintz ; but the greater application which was here 
required, made me anxious on the score of my health. This again 
drove me in earnest prayer to the Lord, whom I implored to help 
me through in temporals. And, as my fellow.workmen, who were 
sunk in habits of dissipation, spared no pains to seduce me to join in 
their excesses, J-also made it a special subject of prayer to my yet 
unknown Saviour, that He would graciously preserve me from the 
multiplied temptations to which I was now continually exposed. Nor 
were my prayers unheard ; for I must declare, to the praise of my 
merciful Redeemer, that He was unwearied in warning me by the 
voice of His good Spirit. In the very midst of those vain pleasures 
which I loved best, a secret uneasiness preyed upon my heart. 
Wherever I was, whatever I was engaged in, I felt a restless striving 
within after some unknown good, such as I had often experienced 
before in my boyhood; and neither pilgrimages nor alms-giving, 
nor -any such reputed good works, brought peace to my conscience. 
At length I saw plainly, that I had no business to remain any longer 
in a place, where I could scarcely avoid taking part in many things 
which disturbed my peace of mind. I formed a determination to 
leave, not only this town, but my native country, for several years,— 
a determination, however, which gave great offence to my brothers 
and sisters. 

In September, 1816, I quitted Lintz, without having fixed on any 
plan of future proceedings. Accompanied by a friend, I travelled 
through Bavaria, Saxony, and Silesia, and, at length, found work at 
Zallichau. Here, again, I had many painful lessons to learn; and it 
was long before I could feel at home. My mind was filled with many 
ignorant prejudices against protestants; and, having now to live 
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and work with persons of this religion, I was afraid that it might be 
injurious to my spiritual welfare. The warmth of my zeal for the 
Romish faith, and my dread of Protestantism, will appear from the 
following incident :—One of my comrades, who had a book in which 
he read with great interest every Sunday, left it lying on the table 
one day, and curiosity prompted me to see what it contained. On 
opening it, the first thing which caught my eye was Luther’s portrait. 
Terrified at the sight, I threw the book down, and hurried out of the 
room as fast as I could, lest I should be infected by heresy. | felt it, 
however, a great trial to be deprived of public worship ; and, not 
venturing, on my own responsibility, to commence attendance at the 
Lutheran church, I wrote to my clerical brother for advice. To my 
no small astonishment, his answer was to the following effect :—that 
he enjoined it on me, as a duty, to attend Divine service regularly, 
since the Word of God was preached in the Protestant church not 
less than in the Roman Catholic ; but he wished me not to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper in it. From this time, I statedly attended the 
Protestant worship. The Holy Spirit wrought powerfully on my 
heart, and I had many a blessed visitation of grace from my Saviour 
during this period. 

From Zallichau, I proceeded, by way of Frankfort on the Oder, to 
Berlin, where I sought for employment in vain. I met with no bet- 
ter success at Brandenburg, Magdeburg, and Brunswick; so that, 
afler many a weary day's journey, I turned my steps once more 
towards Silesia, and, to my great joy, found work at Liegnitz. Here, 
however, there was much that I did not like ; and I determined to 
travel further. In the beginning of 1818, I proceeded, by way of 
Herrnhut and Gnadenberg, places of which I retained a pleasing 
impression from my former journey, to Carlsbad and Téplitz, where, 
by my brother’s advice, I used the warm baths for an obstinate at- 
tack of rheumatism, brought on by a severe cold. Having met with 
few engagements in my protracted wanderings, I was reduced to the 
greatest straits, having only a few half-pence in my pocket. 
Ashamed to beg, I had recourse to prayer ; nor did the Lord deny 
his help. On one occasion, I well remember, how while suffering 
most severely from hunger, I entered a cottage where a motherly 
old woman was cooking some victuals. As I stood in the doorway, 
without venturing to explain my wants, the good woman kindly in- 
vited me to sit down to the table, and set a plentiful meal before me. 
I was powerfully reminded of what my beloved mother used to say 
—*“I gladly give to every poor body, according to my ability, not 
knowing who may return the favor some day or other to a child of 
mine.” 

While I was at Toplitz, Providence so ordered it, that I made the 
acquaintance of a member of the Brethren’s Congregation at Gna- 
denfeld, who was using the waters for the same complaint as my 
own. The affectionate interest which he took in my concerns, 
though an entire stranger to him, made a deep impression on me. 
Observing how poor I was, he invited me to his lodgings ; and his 
edifying discourse so won upon me, that I gave him my fullest con. 
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fidence. He very kindly promised to procure me work at Gnaden- 
feld, in case I should come thither. It was my design to return 
straight home from Toplitz; but, on my friend’s departure, | found 
myself unable to put this plan in execution. This seemed to me a 
Divine intimation, that I should accept the proposal which had been 
so kindly made me ; and the prospect of intercourse with many other 
children of God there, besides my generous friend, was a great in- 
ducement to me. He had presented me, at Toplitz, with a New 
Testament, which was the first time in my life that I had had the pre- 
cious word of God in my hands. | cannot describe the feelings with 
which I perused this holy book, and the rich blessings which I received 
from it. No sooner had I got my brother’s expected letter, with a 
remittance .of money, than [ set out on my way to Gnadenfeld, 
where I arrived, unspeakably thankful, August 15th. The text for 
the day—* Happy art thou, O Israel, O people saved by the Lord,” 
struck me very forcibly. 1 attended the daily meetings with much 
spiritual benefit. But, as the mode of worship differed so strikingly 
from that of the Romish church, and I missed the images in the 
House of God, it cost me much and anxious consideration to satisfy 
myself, whether I could take the important step of passing over to 
the Brethren’s church with a full and heartfelt conviction. 


His own narrative here breaks off. His widow, whose maiden name 
was Adolph, supplies the account of his subsequent life and service, 
as follows :—He was exceedingly happy in his residence at Gnaden- 
felc, where he met with parental kindness from Brother and Sister 


Schmidt, who made him a home in their house, and of whose affec- 
tionate attention to his spiritual and temporal welfare he often spoke 
with deep emotion. His secession from the Romish church had 
given gieat offence to his relations, especially to his elder brother. 
Their estrangement made him the more grateful for the kind notice 
and scriptural counsels of the Brethren John Plitt and Nitschke, who 
were, at that time, entrusted with the spizitual charge of the con- 
gregation. It was very gratifying to him, after some time, to see 
his friendly relations with his family restored, his elder brother, es- 
pecially, being more favorably disposed towards him by the account 
he sent him of the constitution and doctrine of the Brethren’s church. 
After mature deliberation, he felt himself, however, constrained to 
decline the repeated and pressing invitations which his relations 
gave him, to pay them a visit, notwithstanding the sincere attachment 
to them which he constantly retained. 

In 1822, he received a subordinate appointment in the school at 
Niesky, which he accepted with childlike reliance on the support of 
his Heavenly Friend. Though he was by no means insensible of the 
difficulties of this situation, which he sometimes found a weariness to 
the flesh, yet he numbered the years thus occupied amongst the hap- 
piest of his life; and, doubtless, not a few of the young people com. 
mitted to his oversight will cherish a grateful remembrance of him. 
It was his earnest endeavor, to impress the love of Jesus on the 
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minds of the children entrusted to his care ; and the seed which he 
thus scattered cannot all have been sown in vain. 

His journal, at this period, abounds with proofs of his watchful- 
ness over his own heart, and his concern to be daily advancing in 
the love and knowledge of Jesus Christ. The following extracts 
may suffice :—* How necessary do I find it to look well to my heart, 
into which so much that is unprofitable is apt to creep. Dear 
Saviour, help me, that nothing may corrupt my mind from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ Jesus!’ “How often am I made painfully 
aware, thut in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing ; 
yet, notwithstandiug my corruption, my faithful Saviour grants me 
the heartfelt perception of his peace.” 

Again, previous to the enjoyment of the Holy Communion, he 
writes—* Lord, enter not into judgment with thy sinful servant! 
Pardon all my transgressions and deviations, and all my secret faults ! 
In w..at a cheering manner hast thou revealed thyself to me, when I 
have suffered thy grace to preserve me from whatever is injurious 
to soul and body. Surely, my Saviour! there is nothing so oppres- 
sive and grievous to a soul that thirsts for thee, as the consciousness 
of indwelling sin. Take, then, every thing that still threatens to 
impede in my spiritual course, and keep me back from the mark at 
which I aim, and cast it into the ocean of thy redeeming love. 
Vouchsafe to me, once more, a look of grace ; say to my soul, which, 
though weak and feeble, yet pants alone for Thee, ‘I have forgiven 
thee all; be of good courage.’ Cause this participation of thy 
Holy Sacrament to strengthen my faith for my pilgrim course, till I 
shall, through mercy, reach the blessed place where weakness and 
temptation shall be done away for ever.” 

On his birthday, in 1827, the following reflections occur :-—* How 
shall I find words to express the feelings which, on this day, occupy 
my mind. Take me anew, O Lamb of God, into thy care, and bring 
all thy thoughts of peace with me into a blessed fulfilment. Thus 
far hast Thou led me, and blessed be thy name, for all the proofs of 
love which Thou hast conferred upon me! Great, indeed, has been 
thy faithfulness towards me; for nine and twenty yéars Thou hast 
borne me with infinite love and mercy; and how can I render due 
thanks for thy goodness. In the review of thy multiplied forgive. 
nesses, I fall down before Thee in the dust. I pray that Thou wouldst 
enable me to look uninterruptedly to Thee ; for, unless Thou go with 
me, I dare not move a step.” 

Though he had, for some years, felt an impulse to serve the Lord 
amongst the heathen, a call given him, in November, 1827, to 
assist in the Mission amongst the Cherokee Indians, took him quite 
by surprise. His deep sense of his own insufficiency for this im- 
portant calling, rendered it very difficult for him to arrive at an as- 
sured conviction, that this was the Lord’s will with him, and that he 
was bound to yield unreserved compiiance with it. On the 4th of 
December, he, at length, attained a clear conviction on the subject, 
and dedicated himself anew, with soul and body, to the service of 
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his Redeemer. Various circumstances delayed his setting out on 
his journey till the 14th of March. The text appointed for that day 
afforded him much encouragement—* I will give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light to the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit mn darkness out of 
the prison house.” Isaiah xlii. 5, 6. His stay of a few days in 
Brunswick was a high gratification to him, as it enabled him to make 
the acquaintance of many children of God, by whom he was re- 
ceived with the most cordial brotherly love, and whose society was 
greatly blessed to his heart. He went on ship-board, April 18th, 
with the cheering assurance in the text for that day—* TJ wiil bless 
thee, and thou shalt be a blessing.” 

After a long and difficult journey, both by sea and land, in the 
course of which he had manifold experience of the faithful guardian 
care of the Lord, he arrived in safety at Salem in North Carolina, 
where he was joioed in holy matrimony, on the 16th of September, 
with the single Sister Eberhart, and ordained a deacon of the 
Brethren’s Church on the 30th of the same month. He remarks on 
the occasion, in his journal: “My faithful God and Saviour what 
were my feelings during this solemn transaction! What hast Thou 
not done for me, thy poor child; take possession of me henceforth as 
thine entire property, and qualify me for my course of service. 
Shouldst Thou see good to try me with hardships and difficulties, 
grant that I may cleave childlikely to Thee, and remain faithful, 
whether Thou smile or smite.’ 

Nor were many and varied difficulties wanting in his labors 
amongst the Cherokees, difficulties both in spirituals and temporals. 
One of these trials was the language of this tribe, which presents 
almost insurmountable difficulties to an European; another, equally 
discouraging, was the small success attending this Mission, the Indian 
dwellings being scattered around at considerable distances. He was 
glad, therefore, to accept a call which reached him in the year fol. 
Jowing, to serve in the Mission in the Danish West Indies. 1n pur- 
suance of this new appointment, he arrived with his wife, November 
16th, 1829, at Salem, where they were rejoiced by the birth of a son. 
Towards the end of January following, they continued their journey, 
and, after a very tedious voyage, reached St. Thomas, April 28th. 
After spending a few months at Friedensfeld, in St. Croix, they were 
directed to settle at Friedensthal, in the same island. The loss of their 
infant son, which it pleased the Lord to take home to himself at this 
place, was followed, in October, 1831, by the birth of a daughter. In 
1832, he was called to Niesky, in St. Thomas, where his wife was 
taken from him, September 10th, 1833, by occasion of the yellow 
fever, which was at that time prevalent in the island. His affection. 
ate disposition made him acutely sensible of this bereavement, and 
none but the Lord, whom he had learnt to know, by long experience, 
as an unfailing Friend and Helper in every time of trouble, could pour 
a healing balm into his wounded heart. He now removed for a time to 
New Herrnhut, while Brother and Sister Staude took charge of his 
motherless infant, a favor for which he was very grateful. The nu- 
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merous breaches made this year in the Missionary body, rendered it 
expedient for him to marry again sooner than would otherwise have 
been deemed proper, and I received in consequence a proposal to 
become his second wife. We were united at New Herrnhut, June 
17th, 1834, on which occasion we mutually pledged ourselves to live 
alone to Jesus, and to serve Him gladly. My heart was filled with 
fervent gratitude to our Saviour, who had given me so faithful and 
affectionate a partner on the journey of life ; a happiness, alas! which 
was allotted me but for a brief season. October 2d, 1835, a son was 
born to us, but called home the same day by the Friend of children. 
He took this loss very much to heart. After the record of it in his 
journal, he says: “ This is the third time that I have followed my 
beloved ones to the burial-ground in the West Indies; the next time 
they will follow me thither.” 

In March, 1836, we received an appointment to Emmaus in St. 
Jan. It was a severe trial to him to part with his only and tenderly 
beloved daughter, Hermine, who set out in the following month with 
six other children of Missionaries, to Europe, under the care of 
Brother and Sister Bénhof, in order to be educated in our schools. 
He repeatedly remarked to me on this occasion, that, painful as the 
separation. was from this dear child, he rejoiced to think that her 
education would now be well attended to, “ but,” added he, “ I shall 
never see her again in this life.” Indeed, the frequency with which 
he adverted to his speedy departure out of time, sometimes depressed 
my spirits. At such times, he would often ejaculate with fervent 
sighs, in the words of an ancient Lutheran hymn :— 

‘Grant, Lord, through my Redeemer’s blood, 
That my last change may be for good.” 

His heart clave with inmost love to his Saviour, and often and 
abundantly did his mouth overflow with praise and gratitude to the 
Lord, who had translated him out of darkness into His marvellous 
light. He, therefore, esteemed it a high privilege to be permitted to 
set forth our Saviour to poor sinners as an all-sufficient Redeemer, 
and his heart glowed with a ceaseless desire, to proclaim the happi- 
ness that is to be found in Jesus to all heavy-laden souls. But it 
pleased the Lord to call him to himself in the midst of his blessed 
activity. On the 13th of November, he preached with great en. 
largement of spirit, and afterwards expressed to me the gratitude he 
felt for the Lord’s gracious help on this occasion. The next day, 
he paid a visit to his fellow laborers at Bethany. ‘Towards noon he 
felt himself unwell, and, when he came home at night, he was in a 
high fever, and complained of great thirst and headache. On the 
17th, his illness began to wear a very threatening appearance ; yet, 
towards evening, he grew more easy and slept a little, a refreshment 
which he had not before enjoyed since his illness commenced. He lay, 
with little change of posture, with folded hands, and moving his lips 
in silent prayer. In the night of the 18th, his mind began to wander ; 
but, in his lucid intervals, he took leave of me in a very affecting 
manner. Being asked, whether he thought himself near his end, he 
replied, “The Lord is all my trust, I have no other.” It was now 
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plain, that his dissolution was approaching, and he looked forwards 
to it with great joy. He exclaimed in a loud and solemn tone, “O 
yes, I come, I come, quickly.” ‘To me be remarked: “ * Our Saviour 
will comfort you, when you stand in need of comfort.’ 

On the blessing of the Lord being imparted to him previous to his 
dissolution, he made an effurt to join in singing the verses, but his 
powers were too much exhausted for it. His de parture followed soon 
after, and his dear-bought soul passed by an easy and gentie transi- 
tion into the arms of its Friend and Saviour. 

Long and deeply will his he appy death, his edifying walk, and child. 
like dependence on our Saviour, dwell in my memory. The Lord 
recompense him for the love and faithfulness which he has shown 
towards me! 


{From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.} 
Ill. LABRADOR. 


{Extracts of Private Correspondence—concluded fiom p. 507.) 


FROM HOPEDALE. 

“The last year proved 1 rather a trying one to our people, for, 
though they had collected a considerable stock of dried fish against 
the approaching winter, they were brought into great distress by the 
total failure of their attempts to catch seals. In the month of March, 
after they had earned what they could by sawing and splitting firewood 
for our use, the time of distress commenced. Even clever and in- 
dustrious fathers of families had nothing to eat but what we were able 
spare them. re store of dried fish lasted for a time ; but the flour 
and biscuit had already been, for the most part, consumed. Never- 
theless, the Lord was pleased so far to bless our endeavors to relieve 
their wants, that none were reduced to suffer the pains of famine. 
In May, the first seal was taken, to the great joy of the Esquimaux ; 
but, even a month later, many of the people, scattered upon the more 
distant islands, had caught scarcely anything, and those who were de. 
tained here by sickness, were still more destitute. At this time, it 
seemed as if we should not have a single cask of oil tosend you; but, 
before the arrival of the ship, so great a change had taken ple ce, that 
we are able to offer you a return, at which. small as it is, you would 
be surprised if you were acquainted with all our circumstances du. 
ring the past few months. In the ordering of these, we cannot but 
observe the gracious and almighty hand of our Heavenly Father. 

“ Z. GLITscH.” 


FROM OKKAK. 

“T am thankful to say, that the spiritual state of our congregration 
has, for some time past, been such as to afford us encouragement. 
Our private intercourse with its individual members has satisfied us, 
that the majority of them are earnestly desirous to give pleasure to 
their Saviour. This desire we have especiaily traced among the 
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young unmarried men, most of whom have made advances in the pri- 
vileges of the church. An unbaptized youth gave me much pleasure 
by the answer which he returned to the question—why he wished to 
be baptized ; and [ could not but feel surprised at the general know- 
ledge of spiritual things which he displayed. The last examination 
of ourschool was peculiarly gratifying. Among the pupils was a little 
boy of only five years of age, since deceased, who read the New ‘Tes- 
tament as correctly as I am able to do it myself, and who, during the 
whole winter, had, every day, committed a verse tomemory. There 
are, indeed, as you observe, many circumstances connected with the 
domestic life and habits of our Esquimaux that might be altered for 
the better; but though, in the course of the seventy years that our 
Brethren have labored among them, much has been effected for the 
improvement of their condition, and the introduction of order and de- 
cency into their domestic arrangements, we must be satisfied with 
their stopping very short of European refinement. 
“F, ErpMan.” 


FROM HEBRON. 


“The particulars contained in your letter of the various means re- 
sorted to by: our generous British friends, for the furtherance and 
support of our Missionary work, we read with much pleasure and 
thankfulness. We were especially interested by your report of va- 
rious meetings held, and sermons preached, for the purpose of com. 
municating information relative to our feeble and imperfect labors, 
and of raising contributions towards their support. May the Lord’ 


graciously accept these endeavors of His faithful servants to carry 
stones on to the scaffolding of His spiritual temple. 

“In my translation of the Pentateuch, I have proceeded as far as 
the thirteenth chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy ; and but for oc. 
casional attacks of illness, | should probably have finished it before 
the present time. Even when completed, the work will, however, re- 
quire a careful revision by my Brethren at the other stations, and 
this will occupy a considerable period. I am well aware, that there 
is much in this portion of Holy Writ which will be dnintelligible to 
the Esquimaux ; nevertheless, the numberless beautiful declarations 
and striking facts which it contains shed life and spirit over the 
whole; and the various ordinances, which were the shadows of bet- 
ter things to come, will not fail to attract the attention of the devout 
reader, and to throw light upon many passages in the New Testament 
with which he has become previously acquainted. This purpose has 
already been answered, to a great extent, by the publication of the 
Book of Psalms and the Prophet Isaiah, which are now in their hands, 
through the kind liberality of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
I cen truly say, that I have never heard any improper application of 
passages from these two books, though many a misapprehension of 
the plainest sayings of our Lord, as recorded in the New Testament, 
has fallen under my notice, and called for explanation and rebuke. 
What our people cannot comprehend at all,—which is the case with 
various portions of the Book of Revelations,—they are disposed to 


“ 
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leave. I should have much pleasure in attempting a version of the 
Proverbs agreeably to your suggestion ; but for the present, I have 
work enough of this kind before me. “L. Moruarpr.” 


“The year past we had no lack of heathen visitors, with all of 
whom we endeavored to converse on the things which belong unto 
their peace. In the majority of instances, we met with closed ears 
and hardened hearts; and found, io our sorrow, that our words made 
no sensible impression. Only one man, who, the year preceding, had 
been distinguished for his rudeness of demeanor, shewed himself a 
teachable scholar. With an appearance of real interest, he put many 
questions to me about Jesus, and listened with evident attention to 
the answers I gave him. Perhaps he may still be won for our Sa- 
viour, and his soul rescued from sin and eternal misery. Akkusan- 
na, of whom I wrote to you in my last, I regret to say, is now repor- 
ted to be quite devoid of feeling for spiritual things. How often are 
we impressed with the truth of our Lord’s declaration—that the flesh 
profiteth nothing and that the spirit alone giveth life. 

“ Last winter I devoted some time and labor to the instruction of a 
deaf and dumb boy, named Daniel. While I was engaged in speak- 
ing with the children, previous to the Christmas festival, the boy came 
into my room, sat down on the little bench, near the door, appropria- 
ted to Esquimaux visitors, and nodded at me with a very friendly 
mien. The thought immediately occurred to me—this boy has found 
his way hither under the influence of some new impulse ; how shall 
I attempt to make myself intelligible to him? I will begin by shew- 
ing him some pictures, representing the life, sufferings, and death of 
Jesus. This I accordingly did; and, when he had looked at them with 
great attention, I endeavored to make him comprehend, by signs, that 
he should pray to this Saviour with his whole heart. He seemed af- 
fected ; and, at my subsequent interviews with him, I thought I could 
trace some softening of his spirit, and some growing apprehension of 
Divine truth. As a further means of gaining his good-will, and se- 
curing his attention, I began to instruct him in writing,—an art in 
which he soon took great delight. To explain to him the meaning ot 
heaven, hell, sin, and to communicate other scriptural ideas, I found 
no easy task. Nevertheless, he seemed gradually to understand some- 
thing of the subjects successively brought before him. His grand- 
mother related to me, that he was observed occasionally to be engaged 
in prayer, and that he seemed to have lost the relish which he for- 
merly had, for the company of the more light minded children of his 
own age, and to choose for his associates only such as were serious 
and well behaved. She also stated, that when he sawanything amiss, 
in the conduct of others, he was in the habit of rebuking it by signs. 
It is my earnest prayer to the Lord, that this poor child may be so led 
by His grace and Holy Spirit, that, on the day of his appearing, he 
may be found among the number of the children who have been given 
Him. Permit me still to add, that any kind friend who would supply 
us with a few colored prints, especially such as are illustrative of the 
history of our Saviour’s life, would confer a real benefit on us and our 
Esquimaux children. “Ferp. Krurs.” 
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“Here no one necd be idle, who has the free use of his limbs, and 
knows how to employ them ; but the longer [live in this country, the 
more I find it needful to see k for occupation for the mind and heart, 
as well as for the hands. Ifthe spirit is to be sept lively, and the in- 
tellect is not to be allowed to grow dull, some variety must be intro- 
duced into the daily pursuits. The life we are called to lead is as 
much too uniform and monotonous, as that which falls to your lot is, 
perhaps, too bustling and varied. Whoever,in Labrador, would de- 
pend for happiness on outward circumstances, would soon discover that 
he had built on a sandy foundation ; but, thanks be to our Saviour, 
that He has taught us better, and that He so fills our hearts with His 
peace, and refre shes us by His presence, that the days and years seem 
to pass alike swifily and pl asantly. 

“ Among my employments, during the past twelve months, the in- 
struction of the children has continued to hold a foremest p lace a 
have been particularly anxious to do something effectual in the way of 
infant school keeping ; but my imperfect knowledge of the English 
language has prevented my turning to as projtuble account as I 
could have wished, the interesting little works on this subject which 
you sent us. Afie r all, I have bee n convinced, that the attention of 
children of tender age can be secured by nothing so easily, as by setting 
before them the love of Jesus, and describing to them what He per- 
formed and underwent for their salvation. For this purpose, we bave 
found the few Scripture prints in our possession of essential service, 
so much so, that we are extremely desirous to obtain a further supply. 
It has often happened, that the catechisation of the children, at school 


on the subject of the pictures exhibited to them, has led to interesting 
and edifying conversations with their parents on their return home. 
Nor have the parents themselves been backward in visiting us, that 
they might see the pictures, and receive further information in regard 
to the scenes they represent. “ Auc. FrReyTac.” 


(From the ‘ Periodical Accounts,” &c.) 
IV. SOUTH AFRICA. ‘ 


The result of the exploratory journey to the district of the Fingoes, 
by Brother ‘Teutsch, will, probably, be the early establishment ‘of a 
Missivn of the Brethren’s Church among these poor outcasts. For 
particulars, we must refer our readers to the subjoined letters of 
Brother Hallbeck, in which will also be found a highly interesting 
and encouraging account of the annual examination of the various 
schools at Genadendal, and the solemn opening and dedication of 
the building lately erected for the accommodation of the Institution 
for training Hottentot assistat.ts. 

At Enon, the drought still continued, though partial rains had 
fallen. It is, meanwhile, pleasing to learn, that our Brethren and 
Sisters there had by no means lost their courage, but were earnestly 
intent on maintaining their post as long as any prospect of useful. 
ness remained tothem. The temporal chastisement appears to have 
already produced the peaceable fruits of righteousness, in many of 
those who had been exercised thereby. 





FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 


1, EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF GENADENDAL, FOR THE YEAR 1837. 


On the 20th of January was the funeral of a farmer who re. 
sided a league from the settlement. He had occasionally attended 
our church, and a friendly intercourse subsisted between us. But 
his over-attachment to this world’s goods made us at times stand in 
doubt regarding him. His Christian friends lamented that this trait 
of his character so often manifested itself during his lingering illness ; 
and that they could trace so little desire in him after heave snly things. 
Shortly before his end, he requested a visit from Brother Stein, who 
was glad to find, that he was enabled to place his dependence alone 
on the Saviour’s merits, and to hope in God’s mercy. Brother 
Schopman was requested to hold a funeral discourse on the 
occasion. 

On the 24th, we concluded to burn off the grass and brushwood 
from the hitl which overhangs our gardens and burial-ground. Great 
caution was necessary in this busiress ; but our people flocking to 
assist in it at the sound of the bell, it was effected without any mis- 
chance. ‘The dried grass and shrubs burned like gunpowder ; and 
the sea of fire which, in a few minute s, flamed along the hill, af. 
forded a striking spectacle. 

February 2d. Thomas Links, a youth of sixteen years of age, de- 
parted this life. He was a diligent school-boy, and had a store of texts 
and bymns in his memory, which proved a great comfort to him in 
his long illness. A week before his end, he said—*I often beg our 
Saviour to forgive me for all whereby I have grieved Him. I have 


no wish to live longer on earth. I can give up all; and heartily 
long to go to my Saviour. 1 am not afraid of death a eternity ; for 
Jesus has died for my sins on the cross, and He will receive me into 


”? 


Heaven. 

On the 19th, was the interment of a girl about ten years old, 
Martha Fredericks. ‘ Nothing,” said her mother, “comforts me 
more regarding her loss, than the joy she felt in the prospect of 
going to the Lord. She would not hear of getting better; but spoke 
of her departure with the utmost pleasure.” 

March. The weather, on Easter-morning, was such that we could 
hold our mee ting in the burial-ground, which had not been the case 
for the last three years. It was an ¢ alive ‘ning sight, to see the long 
procession range ‘themselves in. silent devotion round the graves of 
the departe d, and under the canopy of Heaven, repeat the solemn 
confession of their faith and hope. We were favored with an undis. 
turbed enjoyment of this festive season; and are convinced that 
much blessing from on high was peured out upon our congregation. 

On the 28th, was the funeral of Christina Wildschut, a girl of 
twelve, who had been baptized on her sick-bed a few months before. 
Her conduct at school was exemplary; and she was especially dis- 
tinguished by great tenderness of feeling. When she felt her end 
drawing nigh, she took an affectionate farewell of her relations, and 
exhorted them to continue faithful to the Lord. She embraced her 
mother with peculiar tenderness, and gave her a message to one of 
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our teachers, to thank him for directing her to the Saviour, and tell 
him that she had joyfully departed to Him. 

April 1st. Concordia Vertuin departed this life at Matjesdrift. She 
was born and baptized here in 1814, and was carefully brought up 
by her Hottentot parents. She conducted herself so well at school, 
that she was employed in it as an assistant teacher in 1831. She 
discharged this important trust for several years with much judg- 
ment and assiduity, and gained the respect and love of her pupils. 
By degrees she afterwards sunk into a light-minded course, which 
ended in her leaving the congregation and marrying a slave. But 
her faithful Shepherd still followed her, and spared no means to bring 
her back to the right way. By various chastisements and painful 
experiences, He produced within her a truly contrite spirit. Towards 
the end of last year, she came and requested re-admission into the 
congregation, which was granted her. Her conversation was now 
edifying to all who visited her; and many of her converted fellow. 
servants were deeply affected by her penitent declarations and as. 
surance of faith. 


On the 14th, it pleased the Disposer of life and death to take 
gently and happily to Himseif our Brother, Edward Lees, at the age 
of thirty-one years. Not only we, but the surrounding colonists, 
have lost in him a faithful and highly-skilful physician ; and several 
of the Missionaries owe the restoration of their health, under God, 
to his care. We should have wished to keep him longer amongst 
us, had it been the Lord’s will; but we cannot but rejoice in his 
happy lot. He was ready to go home to the bosom of his Lord. 
May the Father of the widow and the orphan comfort and support, 
as we cannot doubt He will, the bereaved partner of our lamented 
friend ! 

On the 19th, we had, at length, the joy to welcome home the re- 
mainder of our Hottentots from their long absence on military ser. 
vice, several of whom had not seen their parents for two years and 
upwards. It was, indeed, a happy meeting, and our hearts were filled 
with thankfulness to the Lord. On the Sunday following, we could 
turn the special petition, in our Litany, for our absentees, into a 
thanksgiving for their safe return. 


May 1st. The examination of the girls’ school was held, on which 
occasion we found much cause for rejoicing in the progress made by 
the children. Only five were absent out of the 120 on the list ; and 
all of them could read. Of the 15 who were old enough to leave 
the school, the greater part received the present of a New Testa- 
ment,—the best and most useful gift we can bestow. May it be a 
light to their feet, and a lamp to their path! 

The largest melon which our garden produced this year weighed 
93 lbs. 

June 10th. A recruiting-serjeant made his appearance in the 
place, and took great pains to induce the young people to enlist. 
But, as the greater part of them were but recently returned from the 
service, they were too well acquainted with the realities of a soldier’s 
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life to give any heed to his flattering description of it. He was 
obliged to return without a single recruit. 

July 11th. Dorothea Jantge was interred; one of the most ap- 
proved members of our congregation. She had been a chapel-ser- 
vant for a series of years, and had shown great punctuality and 
interest in the discharge of this duty. Being a widow, she was but 
poorly off in temporals, but was always neat and tidy notwithstanding. 
She led a contented and happy life-—her heart finding comfort and 
nourishment in heavenly things. On falling ill, she evinced lively 
joy in the prospect of soon being at home with the Lord, and con- 
tinued in this happy frame of spirit till her end. 

It appeared, on speaking with the new people and candidates for 
baptism, that they were in earnest to live to the Lord, and renounce 
the world and sin. Our conversations with the excluded, also, con- 
vinced us that our discipline is an important and very blessed means, 
in the hands of God, to arouse cold and slumbering souls, and cor- 
rect the levity, the love of sinful pleasures, and the self-righteous. 
ness, which are the great obstacles to a true and living faith. A 
very aged man amongst the new people being asked, whether he 
knew our Saviour from his own experience, replied—* Oh! yes; He 
calls and beckons me—‘ Come, sinner, come to my arms; I will 
make you happy.’ He calls me thus by day; He calls me thus by 
night: He never sleeps, and is never tired of calling.” He said 
this with such peculiar emphasis and feeling, accompanied with tears, 
that we could not but be deeply moved by it. 

August 2d. We commenced reading the Periodical Accounts 
twice a week in our domestic circle, after the public evening meeting. 

On the 4th, the pear tree in the middle of our garden, now nearly 
100 years old, was taken up by the roots, and one of its young 
suckers planted in its place. This interestipg tree was planted by 
the venerable George Schmidt, soon after his settling here, to mark 
the place where he first preached the Gospel to the Hottentots. To 
us this ancient tree was an impressive memorial of the power and 
grace of God our Saviour, who, from the seed then first sown, raised 
up a tree under whose shadow many have rejoiced, and found refresh. 
ment in its fruit, even to the present day. It was so far decayed, 
that every storm threatened to lay itlow. Brother Kiister has made 
a faithful sketch of it, as it stood. 

On the 6th, we held our first English meeting, at which a numer. 
ous company were present. Several of our people, who have served 
as soldiers, understand and speak English with tolerable fluency. 

On the 21st, Charles Bandon departed this life. He had, for many 
years, faithfully served as a member of the Board of Overseers. 
He supported himself respectably as a gardener, without having to 
seek work from the colonists. His demeanor corresponded with his 
profession ; but he was inclined to look on the dark side of things, 
and sometimes wearied his friends by his habit of complaint. Ee 
was more or less an invalid for the last two years ; and, at length, 
evident symptoms of the Lazarus-sickness showed themselves. On 
being visited previous to the late festival-day, he expressed his regret 
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that he could not attend the meetings, but found comfort and support 
in private meditation, till his gentle release from the body. 

September 4th. The married choir were spoken with previous to 
their testival, and their declarations were, on the whole, very edify- 
ing. An aged overseer, a very upright man, said—*I often think, 
it is well that there is no window in my breast, through which pe ople 
could look in; for, oh! how many bad things would | they discover.’ 
An old sister, whose bodily infirmities confine her to the house, said, 
with tears—* How much I miss God’s dear Word! My general 
health and my appetite are good; but this is a severe privation to me. 
It was a happy time when | could attend the meetings every day. I 
often pray to our Saviour, that He would bring to my recollection 
what I heard from my teachers. But the rest of the family never 
speak of God, nor pray to Him, but live like heathen ; and this is 
grievous to me.” 

14th. Mr. Robertson, who holds an office in the East Indian 
Government, paid us a visit. He was commissioned by several per- 
sons of influence in that country, to consult with Brother Hallbeck 
on the establishment of a Mission in Assam. He staid with us till 
the 18zh, and left a donation of 100 dollars to the Mission. 

On the 30th, was the funeral of the communicant Sister, Agatha 
Okkers, who must have been eighty years old; her words and ac- 
tions testified that her heart was penetrated by the love of Christ. 
Her chief complaint was that she was obliged to give up her attend. 
ance at the house of God ; and though se veral young sisters came to 
read to her, she was still not-satisfied, though ‘thankful for the kind. 
ness. She is now admitted to the church above , where her longings, 
doubtless, meet with full fruition. 

November 1st. Brother Teutsch laid the foundation-stone of the 
seminary for the training of Hottentot assistants and school-masters. 

Isaac Uis presented to us his wife and children, whose freedom he 
had purchased for 150 dollars, fearing that their master, who was 
moving to the lower country, might take them to Port Natal. The good 
man was as happy as a child, to see the long cherished wish of his 
heart thus realized. By diligence and frug: lity i in eorly life he has 
laid by a little capital, from which he could pay for the emancipation 
of his family. 

On the 18th, was the interment of Judidth Wildschut, a gentle, 
modest girl, and one of our most attentive scholars. During the 
slow decline which terminated her days below, she read much in the 
Bible, and various suitable tracts, with great blessing. She appears 
to have lived in childlike communion with her Saviour, and has been 
known to rise up in the night, to retire for prayer. 

December 1st. David Matross, who had been a communicant for 
twenty-three years, departed this life. He evinced a great attach- 
ment to the Word of God, especially in his latter years, and was 
seldom missing from his place at church on the front bench. He fre. 
quently declared, that he wished for nothing in the world more than 
the Saviour and His Word. He acted as overseer for several years 
with exemplary faithfulness. He had gone out, as usual, to work in 
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the garden, on the morning of his decease, when a sudden weakness 
came over him, and obliged him to return and take to his bed. 
Scarcely had the Brother, whom he sent for, time to arrive, when he 
drew a deep breath, and the spirit took its flight to the mansions of 
bliss. 

Some of our Hottentots have fallen so much into arrears this year, 
that they must work all harvest to pay their debts to the colonists. 

We closed the year with feelings of lively gratitude for the bless- 
ings which the Lord had so plentifully showered down upon us, both 
in temporals and spirituals, during its course. The increasing fel- 
lowship of spirit which subsists between us and the surrounding colo- 
nists called forth our especial thanksgivings. Our church was filled 
to overflowing, on this solemn occasion, by the multitude of white, 
black, and brown hearers. 

The congregation consisted, at the close of 1837, of 1446 per- 
sons, of whom 644 are communicants, 227 baptized adults, and 400 
children, with 175 new people and candidates for baptism. 

H. P. Hatvseck. P. H. Braver. 
C. L. Teurtscn. C. F. Francxe. 
C. G. SonpERMAN. C. F. Navuaus. 
H. B. Scuopman. J. F. Srein. 


2. EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF ELIM, FOR THE YEAR 1837. 


January 1st. On this first Sunday in the new year, our church 
was filled with an unusual concourse of hearers of all colors. It 
was our earnest prayer, that the Lord would cheer us with His pres- 
ence on this occasion, well knowing that what is commenced with 
Him, and in His holy name, may be expected to have a happy end. 

On the 6th, we celebrate the festival of Epiphany, thankful that the 
star which first pointed out to the Gentiles the way to the Saviour, 
still shines forth in His Word, and that they now flock in crowds to 
worship Him, and seek salvation from His hands. In the afiernoon, 
three persons were made partakers of holy baptism. 

February. On conversing with our communicants, we found most 
of them ina pleasing course, and desirous to grow in grace. A 
brother, employed by us as a shepherd, said—* My sheep are always 
obedient to their shepherd, though they do not comprehend that ] am 
anxious to do my best for them; but we are often heedless of the 
Good Shepherd’s voice, though we are aware that He leads us to the 
sweetest pastures, and understand, in some measure, how dearly He 
loves us, since He even gave up His life for us. We sometimes re- 
fuse to follow Him, and prefer our own will to His.” 

22d. Brother Luttring went, in company of a young Hottentot, 
Frank Temmer, to buy sheep at a farm nine or ten miles distant. 
On mounting to return, the latter was thrown from his horse so vio- 
lently on his head, that he was unable to move a limb, after he 
came to himself. The spine was evidently injured. He was con. 
veyed home in a wagon the same evening, at his own request, and 
every means in our power was used for his recovery. He departed, 
however, in the evening of the following day ; and, though tenderly 
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attached to his wife and children, was enabled to give them up with 
childlike resignation, and tv rejoice in the prospect of being forever 
with the Lord. He was of an amiable, obliging. disposition, and had 
won the love of all who knew him. He moved hither, with his wife, 
three years ago, and was babtized at the consecration of our church, 
October 13th, 1835. 

March 7th. Mr. S., an English gentleman called here. He had 
come to visit the spot where ‘the Doncaster was wrecked last year, 
by which catastrophe he had lost all that were dearest to him on 
earth; namely, his wife and four children, his two sisters, his moth- 
er-in-law, and brother-in-law. He hoped, if possible, to recover some 
memorials of them, and to erect a monument recording their fate. 
Grief seems to have absorbed all his faculties, and he took no notice of 
any thing but the subject which so painfully engrossed his mind. 

19th. At the speaking with the communicants, a brother said—* It is 
well for me that our Saviour does not deal with us as men deal with 
one another: they may, perhaps, forgive an injury the first, second or 
third time, but at last their patience is worn out. If He forgave us 
only once or twice, and under condition that we trespassed no more, 
we should all be lost. But his mercy, which moves Him daily to for- 
give us our sins, when we call upon Him, is our life. Where I but 
always willing to confess to Him my faults and short comings! But 
here I often fail.” 

On Easter eve, many visiters arrived to celebrate the festival with 
us, so that, during the praying of the Litany in the morning, our bur- 
ial-ground, which is not a small one, was completely lined all round 
with people. The church was also filled with attentive hearers at 
the preaching. In the afternoon, five adults were baptized. 

In the beginning of April, we gathered in our yams and melons. 
We were the more thankful for the plentiful crop of these vegetables, 
as corn kept constantly rising in price. Some of the melons weigh- 
ed upward of fifty pounds, and some of the yams from three to four 
pounds. ‘These latter roots, which resemble kidney potatoes in shape 
and roasted chesnuts in taste, would be far more valuable were they 
not so perishable. They will only keep about a fortnight; so 
that we are abliged to sell the greater part of them as soon as possi- 
ble. The melons are much better flavored than those of Europe, 
and will keep for several months. 

21st. We held a public examination of our schools, and were glad 
to find that, out of the sixty pupils, fifty-six could read, most of them 
fluently. Nearly all knew the catechism, and readily answered the 
questions we put tothem; and some have made very satisfactory 
progress in writing and cyphering. On the 24th, the infant school, 
amounting to the same number, was also examined. Eight of these 
could read in the Gospel; the rest were spelling scholars. It was 
very gratifying to hear them return answers to Scripture questions 
so readily,and repeat verses. They also showed an acquaintance 
with the elements of geography and natural history. At the conclu- 
sion, pears and citrons were distributed among them, besides some 
small books for the most diligent pupils. Thirteen of the eldest were 
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removed to the other school, in place of the same number who had 
left it on account of their age. 

May 23d. Mr. Robertson, the minister at Zwellendam, paid us a 
visit, which he had announced some days before, and preached twice 
in our church. He had visited the colonists in our neighborhood, 
and preached at various houses ; and numbers of them came to our 
place to hear him on this occasion. He appears to be in earnest to 
win souls, and pays great attention to the heathen Hottentots. On 
leaving, he expressed himself much gratified with his visit, and prom- 
ised to repeat it as soon as time would allow. 

In the latter end of June, we again conversed individually with 
the various classes of our congregation. One of our babtized peo- 
ple complained, that he felt himself worse after baptism than before, 
and this troubled him, as he had expected the very contrary. He 
was reminded, that this sense of his sinfulness was necessary, else he 
might soon forget his Saviour, and that even after Baptism, and in 
our regenerate state, we are still poor sinners, who must live through 
grace alone. It is a very prevalent idea among our people, that bap- 
tism is enough in itself to secure them from falling into sin; and 
though we use every endeavor to give them more correct notions, 
we still see, in various instances, the injurious effects of this imagi- 
nation. The general result of the speaking this month was, however, 
encouraging ; and we were led to believe that most of our baptized 
members had been making progress in the way of life. 

Previous to the celebration of the 13th of August, we spoke with 
our communicants in classes. On these occasions, the morning is 
usually devoted to the Brethren, and the afternoon to the Sisters, 
each being subdivided into two classes, according to their age. The 
elder portion of them were very open-hearted ; one of them remark. 
ed, that there was a time when he could not have said a word in such 
a meeting, but now it was as impossible for him to be silent with re- 
gard to what the Lord had done for his soul. On the beneficial in- 
fluence of these opportunities being adverted to, anothersaid: “Sup. 
posing that a great stone lay in the road along which a person had 
to pass every day, and after stumbling at it continually, he resolved 
to roll it out of the way, but found it past his strength to move, would 
he not apply to his friends to lend him their assistance, and feel 
thankful when, by their united efforts, the road was cleared of the 
obstruction, and he could pursue his way in future without distur- 
bance ? So it is,”’ he continued, “when brethren help each other on 
the path of life. One may assist another by communicating his ex- 
perience, and suggesting suitable advice, and thus help to remove 
many impediments which had hindered him in the walk of faith.” 

On the 29th, the single Brethren had a peculiarly blessed celebra- 
tion of their memorial-day. There were not many dry eyes at the 
meetings, nor could they find words to express their feelings when 
the solemnities of the day were over. The greater part of them con. 
tinued with us next day also; indeed, it seemed as if they could not 
separate from one another, so truly had their hearts been cemented 
together by the fire of divine love. One, who was present at the fes- 
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tival for the first time, said: “I have never experienced any thing like 
this. I was obliged to weep, and yet 1 was more happy than I can 
express. I can compare it with nothing that I ever felt before ; for 
the greatest worldly enjoyment is nothing to it.” Our hearts over- 
flowed with gratitude to the Lord for this outpouring of his grace, and 
we prayed that the spirit which on this occasion prevailed among 
them, might never leave them throughout their lives. 

September 7th. The married people celebrated their festival, at 
which sixty couples were present, besides a number whose partners 
do not belong to the congregation. We were favored with a com- 
forting perception of the Lord’s nearness, and he showed us that, not- 
withstanding the extraordinary blessing which he had vouchsafed to 
our single Brethren, the fulness of His grace was by no means ex- 
hausted. 

On the 16#h, a colonist, who lives at a distance of several day’s 
journey, came on a visit to seek comfort for his troubled soul. We 
had much conversation with him, and directed him to that Saviour 
who graciously invites all the weary and heavy laden to come 
to Him. 

November. A wolf, which has made considerable havock amongst 
our horses, fell into a trap, but the walls being too low or too uneven, 
he succeeded in making his way out again. Several wolves and ti- 
gers (or leopards) have been killed this year in our neighborhood. 
They are especially destructive about harvest time, as it is then usual 
to let the cattle roam at large both day and night without a keeper. 

December. We were glad to learn that the harvest had turned out 
better than could have been anticipated, though the straw was short, 
in consequence of the dry weather. The distress of our poorer mem- 
bers was thus happily relieved, and they could once more procure 
corn, the laborers’ wages being commonly paid in that article; and 
as laborers were rather scarce this season, a diligent family could 
earn as much corn during harvest as would keep them for the whole 
year, supposing that they had no debts to pay out of it. 

Most of our people, and nota few colonists, solemnized the Christ- 
mas festival with us. And as the harvest was over sooner than usual 
all our people were enabled’ to conclude the year in fellowship. We 
brought our tribute of thanks and praise to the Lord and Saviour, for 
all the mercies, providential and spiritual, which He had bestowed 
upon us throughout its course. But, oh! how feeble are our praises 
compared with what He has done for us! Yet we shall praise Him 
better, when He, the Father of eternity, shall admit us into that king- 
dom where our years shall change no more. 

During the year 1837, 16 adults and 18 children have been baptized 
and 16 persons admitted to the Lord’s Supper. There has been an 
increase of 22 persons in the year, the present number being 416 ; 
viz. 350 at Elim, and 66 at Houtkloof. Of these 114 are communi. 
cants; 72 baptized adults; 131 baptized children ; 3 excluded, and 
45 new people. 


C. L. Tevrscx, D. Lurrrinc, H. F. Mever. 
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3. FROM THE DIARY OF SHILOH, FoR 1837. 


February 22d. A party of soldiers, both foot and horse, fronr Fort 
Armstrong, called here in quest of twefity Hottentot soldiers who 
had shot an officer. The culprits were subsequently apprehended, 
with one exception, and executed at Graham’s Town. 

March 3d. A Tambookie came to say that his daughter was dead, 
and to request help to make her grave. It appeared, however, that 
the young woman, though drawing towards her end, was not yet 
actually departed. Such an abhorrence have this people of death, 
that they would gladly be rid of the dying before the breath is yet 
out of the body. Might they but come to the knowledge and faith 
of the Redeemer, who has taken out the sting of death, and brought 
life and immortality to light by the Gospel ! 

The Brethren Radloff and Zerwick, of the Berlin Mission, paid us 
a visit from Bethany, on the Riet river, twelve days journey hence, 
among the Corannas. Both of them addressed our congregation in 
an edifying manner, and afterwards proceeded to Bethel, amongst 
Gayella’s Caffres, to visit their Missionary Brethren at that post. It 
is exhilarating to see Missionaries from ten different societies spread. 
ing themselves over the extensive field of labor which South Africa 
presents. 

The construction of the water-mill is a work of no small labor 
and care in this remote situation, and occupies much of the time of 
the Brethren Bonatz and Kaster. The Klipplaat contains mill- 
stones, and one was found very near the site ; the hewing of it how- 
ever required considerable pains. 

A party of seventeen Hottentots and Bushmen, who had been ab. 
sent a month on a hunting expedition, returned with a wagon loaded 
with large game, chiefly antelopes, of various species,—the division 
of which booty occasioned great joy in the place. They reported 
very favorably of the wilderness which they had traversed, from the 
Wit-Kei to beyond the Bashe, eastwards, where they had Hintza’s 
land on their right, behind a chain of mountains. It is not deficient 
in springs of water; and, consequently, not in grass or wood. In 
the midst of this waste, they met with an aged Bushman-woman, who 
told them that she and her fathers had lived there all their lives, and 
there she meant to die. She subsisted on wild roots aud berries ; 
and when, perchance, the lion left a torn carcase on the plain, she 
hastened to share in the prey with the eagles which presently flocked 
to the spot. Our hunters, pitying her loneliness, gave her some of 
their venison. 

26th. Four horses having been stolen one night from a Hottentot 
kraal, in the middle of the village, a small party set out in pursuit of 
them, and returned with the animals in a week. 

27th. Some difference having arisen between a strange Tambookie 
and those resident here, the war-cry was raised; all rushed to the 
spot with their assagays, and their eyes gleamed with joy at the 
prospect of a fight. The heat of their blood, however cooled down 
on our inquiring into the cause of thé dispute, and proposing an 
equitable adjustment. 
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On the 30th, we spoke with the various classes of our inhabitants, 
and 226 came to us for the purpose. Amongst other declarations, 
we notice the following :—*“1 was all for the world; then a misfor- 
tune befell me, and I prayed to God for mercy.” “As long as we 
sit in church, and hear the Word, we think about it; but when we 
are out of doors we forget it again.” “ We are like the cattle, which 
require constant watching and keeping in.” Generally speaking, 
their conviction of the necessity of a Saviour, and their desire for 
His salvation, are very faint; and what is said to them on this sub- 
ject appears dark and unintelligible to them. 

April 2d. A Bushman was seen stealing potatoes out of the 
Mission-garden, during the evening-service. 

During the solemn memorial-days of the sufferings, death, and 
victorious resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, about 130 Hotten. 
tots and Bushmen, and 80 Tambookies, were present at the meetings. 

Two civilians, in the service of the East India Company, Messrs. 
Owen and Todd, called twice at our place. They had come to en- 
joy the pleasures of the chace in this vast wilderness. The latter 
broke his collar-bone by a fall from his horse, and the aimy surgeon 
at Fort Armstrong came to set it. He remained with us till he had 
recovered from the accident, and we found him a sensible and 
agreeable guest. 

15th. Our Tambookies brought home three Caffres as prisoners, 
with seventy head of cattle, which they had stolen from the Colony. 
They were forwarded to the British Consul, at Tableberg. 

This whole month, the Tambookies have been busy watching 
their Indian and Caffre corn. From morning to night we heard 
them shouting to scare away the birds, which would otherwise have 
cleared the whole crop. But they have now cut down their corn, 
bound it in small = and are pr re to set-off for the summer. 

W. C. Gentu, J. C. Horrman, Ap. Bonatz. 


4. EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER H. P. HALLBECK. 


“ Genadendal, Sepeember 27th. 


“ My last letter of August 21st, mentioned our intention of open- 
ing the Institution for training assistants, on the 12th instant, and I 
have now the pleasure to inform you, that, by our Saviour’s gracious 
assistance, our object has been attained. The house was solemnly 
opened on the appointed day, and I am well assured that this im- 
portant event will be long remembered by all present, and by our 
whole congregation. In connection with the solemnity, we held the 
usual half-yearly examinations of our various schools, which are 
more numerous than ever, containing, besides the sewing school, 
kept by my daughter, 408 children: namely, in the boys’ school 112 ; 
in the girls’ school 109; and, in the infant-school 187 pupils, of 
whom 101 boys, 97 girls, and 180 infants, in all 378, were present, 
the rest being detained chiefly by illness, and a few only by actual 
absence from the settlement. On the 11th, forenoon and afternoon, 
was the examination of the boys’ and girls’ school, and their pro- 
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ficiency cheered our hearts, and greatly encouraged us to renewed 
zeal and faithfulness, in this important branch of our labors. There 
were but a few, chiefly such as were naturally dull, or have been 
admitted here of late, that could not read; for instance, of 97 girls, 
only 5; the rest were able to read, as well as children of their age 
in European schools; and a very considerable number of the elder 
children, perhaps one half of the whole, are well acquainted with 
the leading truths of religion; and the first classes, amounting to 
about 40 in each school, write a decent hand, are acquainted with 
arithmetic, the outliaes of geography, read and translate easy English 
lessons in a very creditable manner, have committed a number of 
our English hymns to memory, and are more advanced in the art of 
singing, taught scientifically by Brother Francke, than the children 
of any school I ever saw. In short, our Saviour has blessed our 
labors among the lambs of his flock during the year past, beyond 
our expectation, for which we joined with our whole heart in solemn 
praise and thanksgiving to our divine Lord and Master. 

“On the 12th, being the anniversary of the opening of our infant- 
school seven years ago, we met, during the forenoon, in the church, 
in the midst of which 180 infants were seated, surrounded by their 
parents and friends. With their wonted cheerfulness, they went 
through their various exercises in the English language, some of 
them repeating short pieces of English poetry, others translating 
easy lessons, and all joining in singing the Redeemer’s praise in a 
new tongue. At the conclusion of this interesting meeting, 41 
infants were transferred into the other schools, on whom we joined 
in imploring our Saviour’s continued blessing. To each of these, a 
piece of wearing apparel, with a little suitable book, was presented, 
and all received a present of cakes, prepared by our Sisters for the 
occasion. We were enabled to make this distribution, by the kind 
liberality of English friends, particularly of Mrs. E., of Blackheath, 
to whom I beg you to return our cordial thanks. 

“In the afternoon of the same day, the new building was solemnly 
opened with a love-feast for the pupils, their parents, the Missiona- 
ries, and school-teachers, and all those who had assisted in erecting 
the house, together about eighty persons. After this, there was an 
address, concluded with solemn thanksgivings to the Lord for giving 
us this important institution, and preserving the workmen from harm ; 
and with fervent prayer for the out-pouring of the Spirit on teachers 
and pupils. In the evening we had a crowded meeting for the whole 
congregation in our church, in which our schools and particularly 
the new institution, were commended to the prayers of all. At the 
conclusion of it, Ezekiel Pfeiffer, after a faithful service of seven 
years in our school, was accepted an Acoluth. Of the pupils, seven 
are from this place, one from Enon, one from Elim ; and a few days 
after the opening of the establishment, a tenth arrived from Groene- 
kloof. They have all been received at the express request of the 
parents, who have cheerfully surrendered them to the service of the 
Lord and His congregation, in a very edifying manner. Besides 
these ten, there are two more at Groenekloof, whom the parents are 
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so anxious to devote in the same manner to their Saviour, that I 
have no heart to give them a refusal, and thus the number fixed will 
very soon be filled up, in spite of the predictions of certain persons, 
that the Hottentots would never part with their children on the pro- 
posed conditions. The 13th of September was employed in neces- 
sary preparations and school-conferences, and on the 14th, the in- 
struction of the children commenced in the new house. The 
Brethren Francke, Schopman, and myself. divide the hours of 
instruction between us, and Brother Ezekiel Pfeiffer lives with the 
boys, spending the intermediate hours in their company, conducting 
their morning and evening service, &c. 

“As the arrangements resemble those in our European schools, 
my dear wife has found plenty of additional work, in attending to 
whatever belongs to the clothing and boarding of the lads. We 
endeavor to make them well acquainted with the contents of the 
sacred volume, and the truths of Christianity, and instruct them in 
writing, arithmetic, geography, the grammatical knowledge of Eng- 
lish and Dutch, the outlines of Church-history, and the history of the 
Brethren ; our great object being always kept in mind, to instil into 
their hearts those principles of self-abasement, and of love to our 
Saviour, without which knowledge is so easily abused. At certain 
hours of the day, they find employment in the flower-garden, orchard, 
and kitchen-garden, surrounding the house ; and two of them, who 
are most advanced, Alexander Haas and David Laky, aged 15 and 
13, are already by turns employed in the infant-school, in order to 
obtain early practical knowledge of their future duties. Besides the 
boarders, two children of Missionaries, Lewis Nauhaus, and Adolph 
Braner, at the express desire of their parents, attend the new school 
as day-scholars. Brother Francke had promised me some speci- 
mens of the writing of the lads, and Sister Francke a view of the 
house. The former I inclose with the names of the boys in their 
own hand-writing, the Jatter I hope to forward by and by ; mean- 
while, you will allow me to commend our servinary, its teachers and 
inmates, to your prayers and remembrance before the throne of 

race. : 

“The 7th of September, was again a day of blessing to our whole 
congregation, and particularly to the married people, and the indi- 
vidual speaking previous to the festival afforded us new proofs of the 
goodness of our Lord to us and our flock. Though the number of 
people who live here together, is greater than in any other of our 
settlements, they are far from considering this close connection as 
irksome and troublesome; on the contrary, the spirit of love and 
harmony prevails through the whole body, and there was never, per- 
haps, a time, when the members of the congregation generally were 
so deeply sensible of the great privileges we are favored to enjoy, 
and the excellency of our brotherly rules and regulations, as at 
present. The heart of the congregation is with its ministering 
servants ; and if any one misled by passion or self-interest, should, 
for a moment, be differently disposed, he feels himself completely 
isolated, and must soon yield to the united influence of the whole 
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body. This is a mercy for which we cannot be sufficiently thankful, 
and which, amidst many imperfections and occasional deviations, 
cheers our spirits, and facilitates our labors. 

“In my account of my journey to the interior last year, mention 
was made of Kopjes-Kasteel, (in English, Hill-Castle,) a farm situ- 
ated about 25 English miles to the east of this settlement. ll the 
inhabitants of that place have now joined our congregation, and re- 
quested that it may be made a regular preaching-place, a request 
which we have readily acceded to, and a commencement will be 
shortly made. 

“ Thus far the weather has been favorable, and fields, gardens, and 
plantations, are just now in their vernal beauty. Amidst other 
things, I have not forgotten the enlargement of our plantations, which 
now delight my eye and cheer my soul.” 


“ Genadendal, October 25th, 1838. 


“Soon after the dispatch of my last letter, I visited Hemel-en- 
Aarde, where Brother Fritsch finds it no easy task to meet and re- 
move the difficulties peculiar to his situation. Sister Fritsch is rather 
weakly, which appears to be in consequence of an attack of influ. 
enza. They were both here-on business a few days ago, but Sister 
Fritsch could not be prevailed upon to spend a couple of weeks here, 
for the recruiting of her strength. One of the lepers was lately 
baptized, and with several others, is in a hopeful course ; but there 
are many, over whom we have to grieve, and the management of 
whom requires much prudence and steadiness. On the 19th of 
September, Augusta Charlotte Meyer was born at Elim. Her father 
is now tolerably recovered from an attack of the gout, and the con. 
gregation is in a pleasing course. Many of the inhabitants are, and 
have been for come time, employed along the sea-shore, in collecting 
a variety of articles washed up by the wayes, from a richly laden 
vessel which was lately lost on the rocks. 

“In the first days of October, Brother and Sister Sonderman spoke 
individually with all the members Of our congregation, who are not 
yet communicants, and were pleaseth and edified witi the declara- 
tions of many, and with the earnestness and simplicity prevailing in 
the whole body. On that occasion, 70 individuals were advanced in 
the. privileges of the Church, including 15 who were re-admitted to 
the class of baptized, or to the Holy Communion. On the 7th of the 
same month, we had a lively Prayer-day, accompanied by many 
admissions. On the 11th, we commenced our regular visits at Kop. 
jes-Kasteel, which is now an appendage to Genadendal, as Houtkloof 
is to Elim, an arrangement for which the several families who reside 
there are very thankful. Two members of the Suciety of Friends, 
Messrs. Backhouse and Walker, whose names may perhaps be known 
to you, were lately on a visit here. They have been travelling for 
seven years, chiefly in New South Wales, and Van Dieman’s Land, 
preaching the Gospel, distributing tracts, and promoting the cause 
of temperance. They appear to be very happy in the midst of us, 
and one of them addressed our congregation in a very feeling man, 
Vou. IV. 72 
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ner. As their words are no empty compliments, I was the more 
pleased to hear them declare, that during all their wanderings, they 
had not met with any thing that pleased them more than the work of 
God in this valley of grace. They have also visited Hemel-en-Aarde 
and Elim, and are now on their way to the interior. With our institu- 
tion for training assistants, we are thus far going on very comfortably, 
and another boy. being the eleventh boarder, has just arrived from 
Groenekloof. The lads have, of course, much to learn, as regards 
order, regularity, and cleanliness, but for the rest, their conduct is 
satisfactory, inspiring us with good hopes of their future usefulness. 
The evening school for adults, we shall soon be obliged to discon- 
tinue for a couple of months, on account of the harvest which is 
already commencing. In this school, as in the infant-school, two of 
the boys are employed ; and in the course of the ensuing year, I trust 
we shall be able to employ more of them, in the instruction of the 
elder children. 

“T have to-day had an encouraging letter from Groenekloof. The 
work of the Lord appears to prosper both there and in some parts of 
the neighborhood ; and a letter which I lately addressed to the whole 
congregation, on the duty of temperance, appears to have made a 
selutary impression. The Sisters Lemmerts and de Fries are, | am 
sorry to say, but poorly; and the latter has been compelled to dis- 
continue her school-keeping. About the middle of September, the 
Governor was at Shiloh, and appeared to be much pleased, as well 
he might be, with the state of the settlement. It so happened that 
Brother Teutsch was there at the time, and had thus an opportunity 
to obtain more information with respect to the views of government 
in proposing a Mission amung the Fingoes on the Zitzikamma. The 
Governor directed the civil commissioner of Uitenhage, to accom- 
pany Brother Teutsch to the Zitzikamma ; and I have just received 
a letter from the latter, informing me that in the centre of the Fingo 
population, a place suitable for a Missionary settlement, now called 
Koks-bosch, has been found, having abundance of water, cultivable 
land, and wood. In about a week, we may expect Brother and Sis- 
ter Teutsch here, when [ shall be able to tell you mote about this 
important business. Enon, in all probability, remains in the same 
distressing state, for the present season is described as dry and hot 
throughout the Colony. 

“From the newspapers, it appears, that the Zooloos again attack. 
ed the camp of the migrated farmers on the 13th of August, but 
were repulsed with loss. The situation of the emigrants is, at the 
same time, said to be very distressing; and their difficulties will 
probably increase, as Government has taken measures for laming 
their military efforts, and preventing others from joining them. The 
important 1st of December is at hand, and the great measure of en. 
franchisement wil! probably be productive of none of the evil con- 
sequences so much talked of; but will compel the capitalists to pay 
a fair price for labor, which has not hitherto been the case.” 
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“ Capetown, November 13th, 1838. 

My last letter to you was written towards the end of last month, 
and a day or two after it was dispatched, we had the pleasure to 
welcome Brother and Sister Teutsch on their return from the inte- 
rior, much improved in health, and greatly encouraged by what they 
had seen and heard during their journey. The work of God at 
Shiloh is steadily advancing, and, though the number of baptized is 
not great, they appear to be a sound and promising seed of a future 
harvest, and to contribute not a little to spread the knowledge of the 
truth both far and wide. The schools, particularly that of the Tam 
bookie children, are ia a hopeful state; and Brother Kister has, by 
the blessing of our Saviour, on the tuition of Brother Bonatz, made 
such progress in the difficult language, that he has already com. 
menced holding public discourses. As to temporals, the situation of 
the Missionaries and their flock, calls for our deepest gratitude. Such 
a beautiful sight, as the extensive corn fields of Shiloh afford, is 
probably nowhere met with, from this western extremity of the 
Colony, to the region of Port Natal. In short, Brother Tcutsch is at 
a loss for words to express his thankfulness for having been favored 
to visit the interesting station in the Klip-plaat. Enon was refresh- 
ed by a good rain, in the course of October, by which the pasturage 
was much improved, though no visible impression was made on the 
exhausted and tardy river. The Missionaries, however, are far 
from desponding. ‘Their trades are flourishing, and they still hope 
that their time of suffering is drawing to a close. Brother Teutsch 
was much pleased with the internal course of the congregation at 
Enon. The number is indeed somewhat diminished by the outward 
distress, but there are many faithful souls left, and, upon the whole, 
their trials seem to have been sanctified to the growth of the inner 
man. The Civil Commissioner of Uitenhage accompanied the 
Brethren Teutsch and Halter to the Zitzikamma, where, in the centre 
of the Fingo population, a place, called Koks-bosch, has been met 
with, appears well suited for a Missionary settlement; and | have 
found the authorities here, and particularly the Governor, most will- 
ing to accede to every arrangement which I thought it necessary to 
propose, for the secure possession of the needful lands, and the 
maintenance of our Church discipline. Of this you will hear more 
by and by, when, together with my application, I shall be able to 
communicate the official answer of Government. Meanwhile, I can- 
not express how thankful { am, that, just on this memorial day of our 
Church, we have at last, 1 hope, overcome the difficulties, with which 
the question of tenure has been beset. It is of no small importance 
that the Civil Commissioner of Uitenhage, is most anxious to promote 
the establishment of a Mission on the Zitzikamma, so that we are 
fully assured, that whatever he can do to facilitate the undertaking 
will not be neglected.” 

“ Genadendal, December 7th, 1835. 


“ My last communication stated, that I had found Government very 
willing to grant every request which I had occasion to make, rela- 
tive to the Mission on Zitzikamma; and I can now state, that His 
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Excellency has consented to secure to us the possession of the desired 
lands, on very favorable conditions. 

“ Measures are consequently in progress for commencing the Fingo 
Mission, and provisional appointments for this purpose have already 
taken place. Our fervent prayer is, that the Lord may grant his 
blessing to this important undertaking, and open the hearts of the 
people, that the laborers may not labor in vain, and I am well per- 


suaded, that you, and many other British friends, will cordially join 
us in these supplications. 


“T am thankful to say, that I have found our new Governor very 
favorably disposed towards us, which I ascribe to the gracious direc- 
tion of our Lord and Saviour. It is, indeed, a circumstance which 
humbles us in the dust, sensible as we must be of our own defects, 
whilst at the same time it encourages us to new Zeal and faithfulness. 
Meanwhile, it is certainly not a little remarkable, that we have now 
had governors of almost every shade of political opinion, and that all, 
however different their views in other respects, have agreed in their 
favorable opinion of our Missionary labor, and I hope I may add that 
this opinion has not suffered by a close connection and intimate ac- 
quaintance with its details. Is not this sufficient proof, that our sys- 


tem and mode of proceeding cannot be so radically wrong as certain 
well-meaning critics have chosen to represent it ? 


“ You will now probably expect to hear something of the important 
first of December, when the apprentices obtained their entire free ‘dom ; 
a day, by the by, which, after a long drought, was ushered in by a 
copious rain, which lasted for three or four. days, as if the Almighty 
intended to mark the festival of mercy with a signal blessing from 
on high. Some apprentices have left their masters to go into the 
harvest, where they can just now earn a great deal of money; others 
have remained where they are, but as yet I have not heard of a single 
instance of disturbance.” 


“H. P. Hatiseck.” 


V. BRIEF SURVEY OF THE MISSIONS OF THE BRETHREN’S CHURCH 
AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR 1838. . 


{Translated from a Report drawn up annually by the Directing Board of the Missions.) 


The past year has, like the preceding, been an eventful one to sev- 
eral of the Missions carried on by the church of the Brethren. Our 
Indian congregations in North America are, numerically considered, 
amongst the least in importance; but the precarious position in which 
the Indian tribes have been placed, has, for a series of years, rendered 
them an object of no small care and perplexity tous. Their fate has, 
this year. drawn near to a crisis, though much uncertainty still hangs 
over their future prospects. So early as the autumn of the preceding 
year, the larger part of the Delaware congregation, at New Fairfield, 
in Upper Canada, had set out on their emigration to the Missouri ter- 
ritory, under the spiritual care of Brother Jesse Vogler. They have 
now settled near their kindred tribe on the Konzas river: Brother 


and Sister Miksch, of New Fairfield, and Brother Vogler’s family 
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have joined them; and our Brethren have re-commenced their mis- 
sionary labors with good courage, in reliance on the help of the Lord. 
Part of the emigrants were obliged to stay behind at Lake Winnipeg ; 
but it is hoped that they will soon be abie to follow their companions. 
The diminished congregation left at New Fairfield has been exposed 
to much anxiety from the recent disturbances in Canada. The bulk 

of the Cherokee nation, in the States of Georgia and Tennessee, have, 
at length, after years of indecision, moved to ‘the Arkansaw territory. 
The members of our church have settled near together, and their three 
teachers have since followed them, though we have not yet received 
intelligence of their arrival. We can, as yet, form no conjecture as 
to the character of these transplanted Missions ; but we would hope, 
that their removal from all proximity to a white population, and from 
its accompanying temptations, may operate in their favor, and that 
they may eventually extend amongst the more populous tribes by 
which they are surrounded. The supply cf Missionaries will, how- 
ever, be rendered more difficult by their great distance from our 
American congregations. 

The accounts from the coast of Labrador, so severely visited by 
famine during the preceding winter, have, this year, been more cheer- 
ing. Our Esquimaux were generally successful in their endeavors 
to obtain food, and none were reduced to want. The new church and 
mission house at Hebron were solemnly dedicated October, 1837. 
But it is to be lamented, that the heathen of the north coast, who visit 
there for barter, show as yet little susceptibility for the Gospel, so that 
main object of this new settlement stills remains unaccomplished. 
Our Brethren at Fredericksthal, on the southern point of Greenland, 
have had more encouragement in this respect, as several of their heath- 
en visitors from the east coast promised soon to return and bring their 
families with them. The weather had also been propitious to the se- 
cular pursuits of the Greenlanders, and this, as in Labrador, had had 
a favorable influence on their spiritual course, as both church and 
schools could be attended without interruption throughout the winter. 
Nevertheless, the roving summer life of both nations, with the addi- 
tional inconvenience, in Greenland, of a large portion of our mem- 
bers being scattered in various places during the winter also, prove a 
serious hindrance to the labors of the Missionaries. They feel the 
more interested in the training of able national assistants, who ma 
take charge of their scattered countrymen, and instruct their children 
so that they may read the word of G od for themselves. 

The Negro Colonies of Great Britain celebrated a joyful day on 
the Ist of August, when the work of Emancipation, begun on the 
same day in 1834, was completed by the termination of the appren- 
ticeship system. Onthis, as on the former occassion, the day was 
kept az a religious festival ; and, as far as our information goes, with- 
out any interruption of good arder. It is, indeed, a delightful consid- 
eration, that this great work originated in Christian principles, and 
has been executed in a Christian spirit. The external relations of 
these colonies are, no doubt, deeply affected by this change, and we 
cannot wonder if temporary difficulties rise out of it, nor can we judge, 
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as yet, of its remoter consequences. Meanwhile, according to the 
concurrent testimony of our Missionaries, there has been a visible im- 
provement in the attendance on Divine worship, and increased eager- 
ness on the part of the negroes to learn to read the Word of God, while 
the exertions of Government, and of Missionaries of all denominations, 
to provide, by an extended system of education, for the instruction of 
youth in the saving truths of Christianity, are going on with unabated 
activity. BrotherCh. Joseph La Trobe, by commission from the British 
Government, has this year visited all its Indian colonies, in order to 
report on the condition of the negro schools. In the course of the 
year 1837, several churches, and nine new school houses, were built 
at our stations. ‘T'wo-thirds of the outlay for the last mentioned object 
have been supplied by government, out of Parliamentary grants for 
this purpose. This extension of school accommodation increases the 
necessity for qualified teachers. The last synod determined to send 
out a number of young brethren to these islands, as assistants to the 
Missionaries in the superintendance of the schools, five of whom are 
already activelyengaged. At the same time, the plan of training col- 
ored teachers has been extended ; and we are thankful for the help 
afforded us in thie object by the Trustees of the Mico Charity, which 
has offered to maintain a number of such pupils cost free. In the 
Danish West Indies, where circumstances have hitherto been less fa- 
vorable to regular school instruction, proposals have also been made 
to introduce a better system. In Demerara, the Mission on the plan- 
tation Anna Regina has been renewed, after a year’s suspension, with 
favorable prospects of success. 

Our Brethren in Surinam have been unceasingly engaged in the 
proclamation of the Gospel, aided by the effective support ‘of the Dutch 
and Surinam Missionary Society. A second visit was paid, in the 
autumn of 1837, to the free negroes ofthe Upper Surinam. Brother 
Jacobs was most cordially received by them ; and some of the baptized 
still surviving from the former Mission amongst this tribe, expressed 
a longing desire to have teachers once more settled amongst them. 
Our Missionaries regret that they are not yet able to comply with this 
wish, The establishment of a station at W orsteling Jacabs may, how- 
ever, be regarded as a preparatory step towards this object, this place 
lying considerably nearer to their territory than Paramaribo; it will, 
likewise, facilitate the visits of our Brethren in other directions. The 
church, which the planters on the Upper Nickery engaged to build 
for the use of our Missionaries, has not yet been erected; meanwhile, 
another visit has been paid in that quarter. New plantationsare con- 
tinually thrown open to the publication of the Gospel. Much has 
been done, in this respect, of late years ; but, notwithstanding the re- 
enforcement sent out again this year, the resources of our Brethren 
are still very inadequate to the cultivation of so extensive and so scat- 
tered a field of operation. We regret the more, on this account, that 
Brother Passavant, the superintendant of this Mission, has during the 
last half year, been laid aside from his wonted activity, by continued 
indisposition. 


In South Africa, likewise our Missionary sphere is extending in 
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almost every direction. The population of Shiloh, our most distant 
station had already last summer exceeded the sixth hundred, and it 
was still on the increase. The permanent settlement of these nomadic 
Tambookies, and their related tribes, is yet a matter of uncertainty. But 
they appear very sensible of the advantages of a more agricultural and 
stationary mode of life; and though the number of real converts in- 
creases very slowly, the latter show themselves well grounded and set- 
tled in their faith, and the children evincea great eagerness for instruc- 
tion. The Fingoes, who have recently emigrated from Caffraria, are 
also in need of Christian instruction; and, in compliance with a re- 
quest from government, our Brethren are about to commence a Mis- 
sion station for them on the Zitzikamma, which will, at the same time, 
afford a convenient retreat for the surplus population of Enon. whom 
the increasing sterility of the country deprives of the means of subsis- 
tence. At Genadendal, the erection of a seminary for training native 
assistants has been brought to a completion, and the opening of it was 
fixed for last September. The more the Missionary field is enlarged 
by the’united efforts of so many Christian societies, the more pres- 
sing grows the necessity for enlisting native converts in the service ; 
and we feel this want the more sensibly, as our Missionary work ex- 
tends so much more rapidly than the narrow sphere of our home 
congregations. 

The number of our Missionary stations has increased this year 
from 46 to 51, and that of the Missionaries employed in them from 
230 to 237. Six of these have been called home by the Lord, after 
fulfilling their allotted tasks; 11 have returned to Europe to rest ; 
and 24 new ones have been sent out. 

The total expenditure for Missionary purposes in the year 1837, 
amounted to about $54,000, exclusive of what the settlements in the 
Danish West Indies, Surinam, and South Africa, contributed to their 
own support, and of the outlay of the Brethren’s Society for the 
Furtherance of the Gospel, in London, on account of the Labrador 
Mission. Our disbursements, in the current year, will be consider. 
ably higher, owing to the number of new buildings erected. We 
need not point out how far this expense exceeds our own resources. 
So much the more fervently would we express our gratitude to the 
Lord, the Giver of all good, who has inclined so many hearts and 
hands to contribute to our necessities, and to all the friends of our 
Missionary cause, known and unknown, and to the numerous Mis. 
sionary Societies on the European Continent, in the British Isles, and 
America, which have so cheerfully come forward to help us. While 
we implore the rich blessing of God in their behalf, we commend our 
whole work to their continued remembrance and intercessions, with 
the heartfelt wish, that the Brethren’s Church may still, in future 
years, be favored to cherish union with so many active laborers in 
the whole Protestant Church, to lend her little aid to the building of 
the great Temple of the Lord. 
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VI. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Sourn Arrica.—Brother Hallbeck writes under date of January 
18th. The 1st of December was the great day of the emancipation 
of 35 to 36,000 South African negro slaves, in which they passed 
from the state of the so called apprenticeship to that of entire liberty. 
It passed away without the least disturbance, and was observed by 
the liberated, wherever there was opportunity, with religious solem- 
nity. Soon after we saw many of them who were hungry after the 
word of God, arrive here, and apply for closer connection with us ; 
and after several weeks, the number of these new comers amounted 
to 640, and is daily on the increase. Of these we have thus far 
received 456, after having subjected them to trial, and made them 
acquainted with the purpose of our connection, and with our regula- 
tions. Only a small proportion of this great number will be able to 
live in our village. On Christmas and New-Year the concourse was 
so great, that we were obliged for the first time since the building of 
Genadendal, to preach simultaneously in the church and in the school- 
house, which latter will hold 300 people; and yet many could not 
find room. With all, the most perfect stillness and order reigned, 
and joy and gratitude were legible in the eyes of the emancipated. 
We have cause also to rejoice at the internal course of our flock, on 
the whole, and at the spirit reigning among the numerous new people. 
Brother Genth writes from Shiloh, January 17th. The little congre. 
gation of Tambooxies are diligent in their attendance at church, and 
walk quietly and peaceably. It consists of 8 communicants, 9 bap- 
tized adults, 11 baptized children, and 24 candidates for baptism ; 
the number of new people amounts to 332. In internals, Shiloh is 
at present experiencing a new trouble. The Klipplaate river is for 
the first time so low, that it scarcely flows, and the aqueducts are dry. 
The fields suffer ; and there is no water to drive the mill. At Enon 
the drought still continued. Brother and Sister Hofman, and Brother 
Adolphus Kaster had gone on the 3d of January from Shiloh to the 
latter place ; the former in order remain there ; and Brother Kuster 
in order with Brother and Sister Halter to begin the Mission among 
the Fingoes in the Zitzikamma. 


Norra America.—A letter from Brother Christian Miksch gives 
information of the good health of the Missionaries on the Konzas. 
The course of the Indian congregation caused them alternate grief 
and joy. By a letter received from the emigrating Indians who had 
remained at Greenbay, it appears they would be glad to join those 
on the Konzas, but they are still destitute of means to defray their 
travelling expenses. But they might possibly join a part of the 
Mahikander Indians, who are expected this autumn in Missouri, 

At the suggestion of the Missionaries there, the P. H. C. have 
given to the new mission on the Konzas river the name of 
Westfield. 

Our Missionaries in Arkansas were, by the latest accounts, suf. 
fering with the fever and ague. 








